Milepost
Volume 40, Number 2 — February 2020
The official newsletter of the Pikes Peak Division
Rocky Mountain Region — National Model Railroad Association.

NEXT MEETING:
Friday, February 14th, 2020 at 7:00 PM
The New Sand Creek Police Station 950 Academy Park Loop
(Northeast of the intersection of Fountain/Academy)
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Please note ‘Operation Sippy Cup’.

January 10th, 2020 (Friday) at 6:00 PM
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting at TECO 37 setup at
Chapel Hills Mall — lower-level of old Sears building.
No Contest.
No Program.
January 11th-12th, 2020 (Saturday/S unday )
TECO 37 Show, Chapel Hills Mall (lower-level Sears).
February 14th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Any Railroad Item
Program: {to be determined}.
March 13th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Locos - Steam and Diesel
Program: {to be determined}.
April 10th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: "Bent Screwdriver"
(unusual April Fool items)
Program: {to be determined}.
May 8th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Your Oldest Model Railroad Car
Program: {to be determined}.
June 12th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Small Railroad-Related Structure
Program: {to be determined}.
July 10th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Gondola - with kit-bashed load
Program: {to be determined}.
August 14th, 2020 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Contest: Caboose (Completed in last 3 years)
Program: {to be determined}

OFFICERS
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Joe Costa — joe_costa@hotmail.com
Assistant Superintendent:
Mark Fuerstenberger — (719) 491-1291
markf1014@gmail.com
Secretary:
John Emmot — (719) 380-8421 jemmot@comcast.net
Treasurer (And Door Prizes Chairman):
Tony Pawlicki — (719) 687-2694
tonyp5@mindspring.com

CHAIRPERSONS
NMRA Achievement Program:
Jack Sousa — (719) 576-7017 jackfrw@pcisys.net
Contest:
Kristin Phillips, and Jack Sousa
NMRA Membership:
Mike Maline
Milepost Editor:
David Bristow — dave@bristow-family.org
Module Group (HO-Scale):
Mark Fuerstenberger — (719) 491-1291
markf1014@gmail.com
Members Aid:
John Emmot — (719) 380-8421 jemmot@comcast.net
Monthly Meeting Programs:
Mark Fuerstenberger — (719) 491-1291
markf1014@gmail.com
Public Relations:
Kristin Phillips — kristin.phillips7099@gmail.com
Swap Meets:
Kristin Phillips — kristin.phillips7099@gmail.com
Webmaster:
[ Open ]

The Milepost, Volume 40, Number 2, February 2020, is published monthly, as an electronic
document (Adobe PDF file), by, and under the authority of, the Pikes Peak Division (Rocky
Mountain Region), of the National Model Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually held on
the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy Park Loop
(northeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, Colorado, at 7:00
PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We’d love to meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap
meets, train shows, and other model railroad (and railroad) activities. All content in this journal is copyrighted to its res pective owner
unless otherwise noted. Please do not use content from this newsletter in other publications, newspapers, magazines, books, web
sites, etcetera, without explicit case-by case permission. The editor of The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the
e-mail address of: dave@bristow-family.org Thank you.

Denver & Rio Grande, The 168, Cumbres & Toltec

Chapel Hills Mall Event Center
1710 Briargate Blvd
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
$7 per person
Children under 12 free
Seniors/Military $1 Discount

Info and online ticket sales at www.tecoshow.org
3.

Editor’s Thoughts
I don’t know about you, but I subscribe to several magazines both online and in paper. For my model railroad
magazines when they first arrive, I quickly scan through them to decide which articles I wish to read in depth.
Quite often in my first pass I’m impressed with some of the pictures people have taken of their model
empires. Some seem well outside of my means and skills but are inspirational! Take for instance the Santa Fe
Railway in the February 2020 NMRA magazine, even though it’s only (lol) 90% complete it looks amazing.
I usually brush by the editorials and think maybe later, but quite honestly it seems later never comes and so I
have many magazine editorials unread. Well in the same NMRA magazine Editor Cinthia Priest’s editorial
“Theory of Relativity” caught my eye, as an engineering student Einstein’s theory of relativity was a required
area of study. But that, thank heaven wasn’t Cinthia’s approach, but was much more down to earth! As a bit
of a procrastinator I can empathize with her position. It seems to me there’s always more I’d like to do than I
have hours in a day to do. The corollary to that is nearly everything I undertake take s longer than I
estimated! As an example, I’ve started constructing a craftsman kit by Juneco a now defunct Canadian
manufacturer of model railroad items. I had built the exact same caboose some 40 years earlier, as seen
below, but thought I’d like to do another. Well this time I decided I’d like it to be more prototypical, so I went
to Google and discovered that there were several variations in paint schemes and to make matters worse
“orange” as shown in photos varied in shades! Fortunately, I belong to CN Lines group.io and posed the
question ‘what colors’ some of the answers came back with references and articles. In the end I found that
CN indeed did use multiple paint schemes depending on the year. Now armed with what seemed accurate
information the task of finding matching model paint was on, turns out Badger Modelflex paint makes both
the orange and the brown. Then on to acquiring them… well my point is a simple task of constructing and
painting a CN caboose is taking much more time than anticipated. Luckily, I have other tasks and projects I
can do to fill some of the waiting time!
David
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January Superintendent Notes
January TECO Show Broke Records

We had over 1800 at the show despite the chilly temperatures. We had more than enough space and easy
access for vendors and exhibitors in the lower level of the old Sears store. Most of the visitors came through
the south entrance direct from the parking lot. The big reusable decals on the doors were very visible. Note
how we cleverly left the dates off. We are planning to be at the same location in April with new clinics and
historical presentations.
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Dave and John wore appropriate attire. Checking out www.tecoshow.org for more pictures.

Playing Hooky
Both the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent will be playing in February and missing the meeting.
John will be running the meeting.

Upcoming Division & Local Events
April 18-19, 2020: TECO Train Show at Chapel Hills Mall.
October 24-25, 2020: TECO Train Show at Chapel Hills Mall.
Information on Colorado and neighboring state events is posted on TECOshow.org.

Membership Reminder
Just a friendly reminder; membership in the Pikes Peak Division of the NMRA is contingent upon
membership in the NMRA. Outsiders are welcome to attend three meeting of the Division be fore being
required to join. Visit the website: www.NMRA.org to start or renew your membership.
Members are eligible for up to 45% discounts from over 30 companies.
PPDNMRA has no additional membership dues.
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Notes From The Siding
By John Emmot
A lot of water has gone under the bridge since last month. We had a great TECO show and some things have
happened. I knew I should have started when it was all fresh in my mind, but I didn’t. I wanted to remember
everyone who helped setup and teardown the PPD layouts for the show. I’ll still try, but I’m sure I’ll miss
someone. The Emmot, Gelsinger and Maline modules arrived on Thursday with the tables and chairs. The
Division and Drewes’ trailers arrived Friday morning. We were building two layouts again, both bigger than
before. We used the Castillo modules for the December swapmeet and Dave brought them again for the
dogbone, along with Gerry’s end and Vandallia, Lipper module, Joe/Kristin Las Vegas with the Johnsville
corner. A 28’ X 16’ layout with DCC control. Mark planned a maximum square foot for the main layout at 28’
X 54’. It included modules from Drewes, Maline, Costa, Buco, Emmot, Gelsinger, Fuerstenberger and Smith
with five of the Division corners and bridges. It ran on DCC and DC power. All of the owners and Gerry’s
helpers made the setup manageable and Charles was able to help with the removal. With care installing the
connector tracks and interface heights, the layout ran well for the most part with few track issues to resolve.
The highline and inside corner next to each other make an interesting ‘S’ curve. We also discovered that it is
a long way from side to side of an open pit layout. The big layout ran with radio DC and plugin and WiFi DCC.
There was some discussion of the PPD acquiring a couple of old smart phones to use when the NCE radio is
not available. Other layouts included the local folks from SlimRails, N’gineers, Youth in Model Railroading,
Gordon Preller and the Walkers floor G scale. The rest of the show went well too. Attendance at the show for
the two days was around 1800 folks, a new high. Saturday morning was the definition of wall-to-wall people.
The historical presentations were also well attended. TV and social media advertising seemed to work again.
There was also great coverage on the Saturday evening news show. Amber was able to sell the rest of the
HO collection that was donated to the PPD. She had good help from Dave Blackham and Andy Buco and
perhaps others. It will be a significant addition to the treasury and she will have her office back.
The Division voted at the last meeting to buy two more identifying banners for the modules for times when
they are needed. Kristin volunteered to work the project.
The registration for the PPD trailer was renewed in January with a new ‘home’ address still in El Paso County.
For those of you who keep up with interesting information, be advised that the Police Station where we
meet has decided that any beverages consumed in the meeting room must have lids on them. Joe made
another unidentified purchase of cups and lids which will be available at the meeting. When you fill your cup
with coffee or soda from now on, please take a cover too :>). I’ll continue to bring the vacuum for the cookie
crumbs. For the most part we do a good job of keeping the room clean. Keep up the good work.
At the risk of being premature, we have an acceptance from Ed Dickens, the Union Pacific Heritage
Operations senior manager, to attend the TECO show in October of 2020. He is the person in charge of the
restoration and operation of the 4014 (Big Boy). Plan ahead to be there with us.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you ‘round the roundhouse.
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Pictures of Teco

A long MoPac in the S curve
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Mike’s New Haven passenger consist

Getting setup before the opening

Jerry working the future model railroaders
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Howard’s Colorado Midland freight on the dogbones

One side of the Youth layout
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One of Tony’s long DC freights

Don has an audience at the SlimRail HO layout
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Mike working a family at the big layout

John’s boxcar string is a bit overpowered
12.

4014 all by herself

Mark’s UP passenger train entering the S curve

The youth in Model Railroading corner

Saturday activity
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Teddy Bears

SlimRail O scale layout

Thomas and friends with gold ore
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Dave’s freight headed for the trestle corner

The long side from Winslow

Heavy traffic in the woods
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Livestock and gold ore on the move

The S curve from the engineer view

Tony’s Santa Fe and a future hamburger
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Mike’s coal drag

Drewes’ Farm on the dogbones

January 2020 Minutes
Secretary, John Emmot
The regular monthly meeting was called to order at the by Superintendent, Joe Costa at 5:57 at the TECO site
in the Chapel Hills Mall. There were 12 members and 0 visitors present.
The minutes of the December meeting were approved as published in the MilePost.

Treasurers Report:
Tony Pawlicki provided a printed update on activity in the PPD bank account. The activity statement was
approved as submitted.
Joe acknowledged one debit charge for donuts for the Division Swapmeet in December. Motion was made
and passed to authorize the expenditure.

Old Business:
No old business was brought before the meeting.
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New Business:
Motion was made and passed to give away the remaining caps from the 2016 Region Convention. (put them
out at shows with a “Free, take one” notice)
John asked for discussion of acquiring additional banners for the modular layouts. After positive discussion,
Kristin indicated that she knew a source for such banners and would investigate the cost. Following that
announcement, a motion was made and passed to authorize Kristin to purchase two new banners of the
same size and style as the existing banners for a cost not to exceed $100.00.

Announcements:
Elizabeth discussed the need for more volunteers for the January TECO Show at the Chapel Hills Mall.
The new MilePost editor, Dave Bristow was present. He indicated his appreciation for the input from the
contributors. It was noted that our by-laws call for the publication five days before the next scheduled
meeting. Dave will attempt to observe that timing with the cooperation of the contributors. Anyone with
information or items for the newsletter should send them to Dave by Wednesday of the week preceding the
meeting (approximately 10 days before the meeting date). That should allow publication during the weekend
before the meeting. Dave’s email address is listed in the MilePost and on the website.

Contest:
None

Program:
None
Meeting adjourned at 6:24.
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