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NEXT MEETING:
Friday, June 10th, 2022, at 7:00 PM
The New Sand Creek Police Station 950 Academy Park Loop
(Northeast of the intersection of Fountain/Academy)
Colorado Springs, Colorado

January 14th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting CANCELLED
Contest: {to be determined} Program:
February 11th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Railroad structure Program: Arduinos
March 11th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Rolling stock Program: Southern Pacific’s Daylight
April 8th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: “Bent Screwdriver” Program: {to be determined}
(Unusual April Fools items)

May 13th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Steam Program: {to be determined}
June 10th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Diesel Program: {to be determined}
July 8th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Photos RR Program: {to be determined}
August 12th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: Dioramas Program: {to be determined}
September 9th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: {to be determined} Program: {to be determined}
October 14th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: {to be determined} Program: {to be determined}
November 11th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting
Contest: {to be determined} Program: {to be determined}
December 9th, 2022 (Friday)
NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.
Program: Xmas Party
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The Milepost, Volume 42, Number 6, June 2022, is published monthly, as an electronic
document (Adobe PDF file), by, and under the authority of, the Pikes Peak Division (Rocky
Mountain Region), of the National Model Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually
held on the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy
Park Loop (northeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We would love to meet you. All
scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap meets, train shows, and other model railroads (and
railroad) activities. All content in this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner unless otherwise noted. Please do not
use content from this newsletter in other publications, newspapers, magazines, books, websites, etcetera, without explicit
case-by-case permission. The editor of The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the e-mail address of:
dave@bristow-family.org Thank you.

Next Meeting on Friday, June 10
Our meeting will be held at: The Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy Park Loop (northeast of
the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, Colorado
Be sure to check out the Rocky Mountain NMRA Callboard: https://www.rmrnmra.org/callboard.htm

Editor’s Thoughts
My wife and I spent a couple of weeks cruising the Mediterranean. We went from Venice Italy to
Split and Dubrovnik Croatia, Corfu Greece, Naples, Rome and Florence Italy, Monte Carlo Monaco,
Marseilles France and ended in Barcelona Spain. I saw lots of antiquities, old buildings and castles.
Had awesome food and the weather was great, it only rained once. However, one thing I didn’t see
much of was trains! I’ve been to Europe on may occasions and what fascinated me was the
passenger trains and their timing. One exception was in the port Livorno, which serves Florence and
Pisa where the port is served by rail services that I could observe. As Livorno is a very busy port
there are a lot of container ships and thus rail container carriers.
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We stayed in Barcelona for a couple of extra nights. To my joy there was the main passenger station
right next door to the hotel we stayed at. It connects to other cities in Spain, Italy and France
including with TGV (Train à Grande Vitesse) services. But alas, it is all underground so I saw nothing!
But the city is charming again with architecture spanning medieval to modern. One fascinating
ongoing construction is the church La Sagrada Familia (the Holy Family) designed by Antoni Gaudi
in 1883. It can accommodate 8,000 people for mass. They expect its completion won’t happen until
2030 at the earliest if they can resolve property issues.
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You may ask what does this church have to do with rail service? Remember the TGV services, well
one of the mainlines runs directly underneath this church. The architects and engineers for the
newest parts of the edifice have accounted for the potential vibrations. The concern rests with the
part that was constructed in the late 1800s.
We’ve added a new section to the Milepost – the classified ads. If you have something to sell or give
away, or want something; feel free to send me your info. This is a free service.

Conductor’s Corner
I am hoping that all of you had a GREAT time in Cheyenne at the Regional convention. I know Gary
Meyers always puts on great conventions and the Union Pacific's facilities in Cheyenne are really
"Top Drawer". Kristin and I have gotten all of the details finished for our July Layout Tour and you
will find the schedule dates in this month’s Milepost. Addresses w/ phone numbers will be handed
out at our meetings in both June and July. Since the hosts open up over THREE different days, there
is no reason our membership cannot visit several of these layouts. If anyone is up in Woodland Park
working -or- looking at the modules at the dinosaur museum, remember Mike and Jennifer Wilson's
lay out just a couple of miles away. Many thanks again to Mark for standing in for me (again) at our
July 11th meeting. Charlotte and I will be camping in Texas. Expect Elizabeth to give you a quick
update on both our picnic in August as well as upcoming TECO events. We are still wanting to have
some sort of auction of model train stuff at the picnic with proceeds going into the division treasury.
Polish up all of your old and unused "stuff" for this auction. Sounds like a lot of model railroad
activities still going on for this summer
Wade Mountz

Drawing Prizes Preview
By Tony Pawlicki
A “teaser” preview of some of the prizes that will be available (weather permitting) at the drawing
during intermission at the June 2022 Pikes Peak Division NMRA meeting. The idea is to entice more
members to our meetings. (If we get snowed out again, in June yet (still possible given Springtime
in the Rockies – Woodland Park got 3 inches of heavy wet snow on 22 June 1990), I promise to be
especially grumpy.)

What Will Be on Offer at The June Meeting
GULF Oil 40’ tank car GATX 2605. An Athearn HO scale blue box model. One of our new member Mr.
Lugg’s donations.
Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weathered trucks and wheelsets with metal wheels
Kadee #5 couplers
Added goodies:
Super-glued platform railings (a weak point in the factory model – the friction fits (stanchion-to-railing,
railing-to-platform) rarely hold up, especially in TECO train show service)
TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers
Added cut levers and associated brackets
NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI placards).
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[Combines drawing prize description and super detailing.]
One-of-a-kind Tank-Gondola MON 9029. Starting from genuine HO scale Mantua gondola model,
this is a Wade Mountz donation. Here’s Wade’s description:
“In a make-believe world, it is the middle 1960’s – and the MONON rail road has just picked up
another NEW customer. A small chemical company has just begun the shipment of a new product
for them, HYDROFLORIC acid. Not too dangerous if carried carefully in small batches. The Santa Fe
railway had an obsolete 6,000-gallon tank car for sale and the MONON did not. They had one excess
40-foot gondola that could easily be converted to haul their product. It was a situation made in
heaven. The 537-mile long MONON gained a new customer and the Santa Fe got rid of an old 6,000gallon tank car taking up trackage.
This $3.00 used gondola from ROY, a spare tank car plus a little imagination is all it took.
ONLY the Kadee couplers were added along with some small screws and my free time.”
Naturally I could not leave well-enough alone and expanded on Wade’s work.
•

As received:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

As described above by Wade.
Kadee #5 couplers (trip pins clipped off).
Weathered Mantua trucks and wheelsets (collector’s items in themselves – I’ve never seen one
before) with the truck-mounted couplers clipped off.
Warning of hazardous contents: end panels on both sides painted a contrasting color (red vs.
main body’s gray) and displaying a “CAUSTICS” stencil.
Crude cast-on grab irons and ladder rungs.
Missing all 4 stirrup steps.
Right-side walkway and access stairs.
Fine-tuned coupler height.
Brake chain and fulcrum.
Cut levers (formed wire, 2) and brackets.
A-Line formed brass type “A” stirrup steps (4).
Replaced cast-on grab irons (18) and ladder rungs (8) with formed wire (mix of commercial and
scratch built).
Formed wire horizontal roping staples (4).
[For those counting, that’s 36 formed wire or formed brass items – this model is a veritable
sponge the way it soaked up those things.]

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI placards, U1 wheel
stickers).
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NP 6720, HO scale, 50’ double-sliding-door boxcar. One of our new member Mr. Lugg’s donations.
•

As received:
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•

•

Kadee #5 couplers.
Spring metal trucks and metal wheelsets.
Cut levers and associated brackets
TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers.

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates, removed roof
walk).

VTR (Vermont Railway) 169 40’ single sliding door boxcar, HO scale, Athearn “blue box” model. One
of our new member Mr. Lugg’s donations.
•

As received:
•
•

•

Kadee #5 couplers
Sprung Kadee friction bearing trucks with insulated metal wheelsets.

Added goodies:
•

Cut levers and associated brackets
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•
•

TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers.

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates, removed roof
walk).

June Wavy Rails
By Joe Costa
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Coors Brewery and the Giant Acorn

If you buy a kit or a tool for model railroading, your partner in crime eventually expects you to
assemble the kit or actually use the tool. This can be challenging.
I had replaced my Creality Ender 3D Printer with a Creality Ender 5 but never actually used it. A little
after I got the 5, I bought the Laser Cutter and got involved with that. Lasers are fun because they
actually do operate at the speed of light. Using 3D printers is kind of like watching grass grow.
Anyway, Kristin asked me if I could 3D print the “acorn” brew tank in the picture above. There was
only one correct answer.
I could not start from scratch --- plus Autodesk had commercialized their free design program and
learning a new 3D design is an absolute pain. Fortunately, there are lots of free or inexpensive
designs on the web. I found acorns and cauldrons. I chose a cauldron to represent the lower portion
of the tank and the cover from a second cauldron to represent the top. The changing the scale of a
3D design is pretty easy to do.
The first picture I discovered is the one I used for the bottom part of the tank. I printed it upside
down so it got a “free cover” from the 3D printer.
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This second picture is the “UFO” cauldron cover from a two-piece design I liked.

We ran out of time to get this project done in time for the Wyoming show, but learned some good
lessons.
The Creality Ender has two annoyances related to Micro SD cards. The first annoyance is that the
SD slot does not perfectly align with the hole in the metal power supply box. I had to use a tweezer
to retrieve it once --- better than powering off the printer and opening up the power supply. The
second annoyance, which I just discovered, is a format incompatibility with large Micro SD cards
causing it to come up with a “NO TF” error on the controller menu. Had to search the web to figure
out this obscure problem.
Now, the original plan was to create a contest entry for the Regional Convention. We were not
satisfied with our progress so we’ll regroup for a future effort. On the positive side, my scrambling
with the 3D printer was a success. I was inspired to get back on track with the church in Rancho de
Taos.

Back to Church!
I actually did resume work on my 3D print of the church at Rancho de Taos including the rear
section which required a 5% size reduction to fit on the printer bed. I accidently cut my extruder tube
during printing and am waiting on a replacement part from China. Each section will take about three
days to print. Having a hollow interior makes a huge difference.
This is a two-part test print of the main part of the church:
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The quality was very different on the two parts. I am very unhappy with the uneven bell tower roofs
and will probably end up creating a separate 3D file for them. (Actually, my very first 3D project was
the bell tower on the Castaneda Hotel.)
The original 3D model I downloaded off the web had issues with the roofs.
This front portion of the church was supposed to be a single print but the filament on the reel had a
snag and broke.
Ultimaker Cura, the program that generates a g-code (print) file from an STL files will let you “slide”
the object below the print surface and exclude it from the print file (an undocumented “feature”).
I went ahead and ordered this $10 sensor from Creality. There are cheaper generics out there but
why futz around --- one could argue this should be an integrated feature.

Meanwhile, I came across this model which is about twice the size of my planned church.
Larry Perez created an architectural model 27 years ago (on sale for $192 on Etsy):

As you can see, the crosses and bell tower roofs are missing.
Today, this version of the church could have been created with a laser except for a few 3D curved
surfaces.

The High Line
Now, the Chili Line in Santa Fe never really went through Taos and Rancho de Taos back in the day.
So, what do you do to make this a railroad justified project? Easy. You can create an imaginary
railroad, which we will call the “High Line”, which goes from Taos to Santa Fe, through Rancho de
Taos and Espanola.
There is actually a website called https://www.flattestroute.com that finds the flattest route (by
road) between two points. Here is what it came up with for a route from Antonito to Taos and on to
Espanola:
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For comparison, plug in Antonito and Espanola and you get the route for the Chili Line.
Real railroads, in as much as possible, tried to create routes with as gentle slopes and curves as
possible, minimizing bridges and tunnels. Model railroaders would prefer to create challenging
“scenic” routes.

Recreating the SAPP Brothers Truckstop
Apparently, there is a chain of these truck stops. We encountered one in Archer, Wyoming next to
the train show and UP mainline.

The iconic symbol is the “coffee pot” water tower (which varies a little by location):

I did a rough 3D print of the water tank which I need to tinker a bit with. There are a couple “coffee
pot” fuel tanks even bigger on ground level.
But this project is going to have to wait until the church is done. The actual site is huge so there will
definitely need to be some selective compression. It will be a combination of kits and 3D printed
parts.
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Calf Canyon Fire Update
It looks like Montezuma Castle and the Castaneda were spared the ravages of the fire --- so far.
BTW, that was one of several oopsie fires intended as a “controlled” burn.

The Schwebebahn’s most famous passenger, Tuffi the Elephant
Tuffi (born in 1946 in India, died in 1989 in Paris) was a female circus elephant that became famous in West
Germany during 1950 when she accidentally fell from the Wuppertal Schwebebahn into the
River Wupper underneath.

On 21 July 1950 the circus director Franz Althoff (de) had Tuffi, then four years old, travel on the
suspended monorail in Wuppertal, as a publicity stunt. The elephant trumpeted wildly and ran
through the wagon, broke through a window and fell 12 meters (39 ft) down into the River Wupper,
suffering only minor injuries. A panic had broken out in the wagon and some passengers were
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injured. Althoff helped the elephant out of the water. Both the circus director and the official who
had allowed the ride were fined.
The Wuppertaler Schwebebahn ("Wuppertal Suspension Railway") is a suspension railway in
Wuppertal, Germany. Its original name was Einschienige Hängebahn System Eugen Langen ("Eugen
Langen Monorail Overhead Conveyor System"). It is the oldest electric elevated railway with hanging
cars in the world and is a unique system in Germany.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYS1vAWzcyQ

Cleaning up the river started in April 2019 with “Lucky the Salmon”, to remind people of the
successful restoration of the once dead industrial river into a living waterway full of fish. This was
followed in 2020 by “Tuffi the Elephant” and “Bobby the Beaver”.
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This is definitely something to put on the bucket list.
In Memphis, we rode the Mud Island Monorail (elephant not included):
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Notes from The Siding
By John Emmot
Well, I’m not sure where I am going with this today. While much of my life is related to railroading in
one way or another, I did spend a day a couple weeks ago celebrating the High School graduation of
our youngest granddaughter. She plans to attend Arizona State University and study music.
Aside from that, it seems that my life is sorta like Groundhog Day. I keep doing the same things over
and over. The depot in Calhan is making some progress. We are cutting the sisters for the rafter
tails and soffit supports. I had forgotten how much fun a radial arm saw is. It’s like a chop saw on
steroids. It makes quick work cutting 2X6s and 2X4s in half. The Army Reserve has agreed to
provide the labor to install the new pieces as part their summer active duty. I have to get all of the
pieces cut and ready before they show up. They say they can also lay the pavers for the passenger
waiting ‘platform’ in front of the depot. We need to get about 6 yards of sand for the underlay. If they
bring their heavy equipment, they may be able to prepare a roadbed for a new section of track to run
the speeder on. That would be a big advancement for the rail park. And like Groundhog Day, I’ll
repeat that we would welcome anyone who would like to help with the project. Call me.
One of the other projects near and dear to my heart is Dave Naples’ Moffat Road Museum layout
build. Since he decided to go with HO scale, that means I have lots of direct experience with the
rolling stock and locomotives. It’s kinda like he is getting to build the layout I would have done if I
could. I get a lot of ‘What if …’ and ‘What was …’ questions. The best part is, I know most of the
answers. I get to order things from eBay that I don’t have to pay for ;>). My laser cutter can also
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create some of the unique structures that were common on the road. All I need is about 12 more
hours in a day.
I have the newsletter files from Wade and all, but I have not tried to sort them yet. I do know that
there are some duplicates in the folders. I feel bad that I have not yet taken a batch to Jerry to scan.
It is interesting to note that the Milepost has gone from a single page, one side for Vol 1, no. 1 in
October of 1982 to upwards of 50 pages in the current digital format. We currently have a number of
contributors to the effort who cover a variety of topics. Perhaps if we had the Milepost files on a
disk, we might find one or two folks who would volunteer to be the keepers of the history and pass
them on to make sure that it is kept alive for those who follow us in the Pikes Peak Division. Some
organizations have a position known as historian. There are a couple such as Mel McFarland and
Jack Sousa who have been here from the start, but there are also many who have left the scene.
John Sundstrum, Wally Smith, Gordon Bassett, Jim Lipper, Bill Poley, J.B. Thistlethwaite, and many
others that I didn’t know. Apparently, Tony has the financial records sorted which Jerry can scan if
he brings them to the meeting this week.
It’s time to close this out and get it to Dave. I hope to see everyone back ‘round the roundhouse this
month. There should be plenty of good stories from all the places folks visited last month.

May 2022 Minutes
Secretary, John Emmot
The regular monthly meeting was called to order by Assistant Superintendent, Mark Fuerstenberger
at 7:03 in the community room of the Sand Creek Police Station. There were 11 members and no
visitors present.
The minutes of the April meeting were approved as published in the Milepost.

Treasurers Report
Tony Pawlicki had provided an email update to the officers and a handout at the meeting on activity
in the PPD bank account. The statement covered the payment for the PPD brochures submitted by
Kristin last month. The statement was accepted as submitted.

Chairman Reports
Mark discussed the Division layout tours scheduled for July 10 and July 16. The addresses, times
and telephone numbers will be distributed in hard copy at the July meeting. (Secretary thought:
Might wish to consider a direct email by request, for those who can’t attend the meeting, but want to
go on tour.)
There was no update for the picnic plans.
Tony clarified that he volunteered to look at the Division financial records and sort for duplicates. He
has completed that task and discarded the duplicates. He reluctantly agreed to also check for
duplicates in the newsletter and minutes files, but he left without taking those records. John has
digital copies of the Milepost starting in 2003. Jerry brought a hard drive with about 4 terabytes of
video that was the source for the many DVDs held by various members. At this time John has the
records and the hard drive. Jerry Hansz volunteered to scan any records identified for retention.
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Mark discussed the July 9-10 module setup at the Dinosaur Resource Center in Woodland Park. He
understood that the PPD and not the Ngineers had the show. He will coordinate with Mike Peck to
clarify which group will do it. If it is the PPD, we will need the trailer with the corners and enough
modules for about 20 to 24 feet. Andy said it was doubtful that he could participate. Setup would be
on Friday, the 8th with teardown and departure on Sunday. Notice these dates match the regular
meeting date and the first layout tour date.

Old business
There was no old business.

New Business
There was no new business.
Break for refreshments followed by the drawing.

Contest
Steam: There were no entries in the contest so no awards.

Program
Mark discussed the recent events with the U.P. heritage collection and showed a portion of a video
about the 3985 when it was first restored to operation. It pulled live revenue freights and excursion
passenger trips. He also had some personal video and stills of the 3985 with the Ringling Brothers
Circus train between Cheyenne and Denver. There were 63 cars in the consist.
Meeting adjourned at 8:08.

Diner Car Menu Item
By Mike Maline
This month’s recipe is from The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway diner car menu. Figured it
was time for an antre that most everyone would enjoy. The cooking instructions are vague
concerning the ham, so best to cook it as you know how.

Baked Ham with Llewellyn Sauce
2 oranges
1 lemon
6 bay leaves
12 cloves, whole
12 whole allspice
¼ lb. sugar

½ cup white vinegar
½ cup flour
3 cups water
1 cup tomato puree
1 5-lb. fully cooked ham
1 cup claret wine

Squeeze the juice of the oranges and lemons into a roasting pan. Add rinds of 1 orange and the
lemon, broken in pieces. Mix next eight ingredients together in roasting pan. Following the recipe for
the ham you’ve chosen, place ham in roasting pan with the mixture and bake for length of time
indicated. Remove then cooked through. Strain remaining liquid from roasting pan into saucepan.
Over medium heat, add claret wine and stir to mix well. Simmer uncovered until mixture is warmed
through. Place a small amount of sauce on meal plate, arrange a serving of sliced ham over sauce,
then add a generous spoonful of sauce on top.
Before you Begin
You’ll need: Roasting pan, medium saucepan, strainer
Preheat oven to temperature called for to bake the ham
Preparation time: 30 minutes plus baking time
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Yield: 1 quart sauce

Lighter Rail
By Kristin Phillips

BLOOMINGTON, IN—After surveying the dozen railcars and cargo of Lincoln Logs strewn
haphazardly across the grass mat, investigators concluded Friday that a massive model train
derailment was the result of conductor fatigue. “From what we’ve been able to determine, the
individual at the controls had been at it for more than nine hours without a break, and tragically, he
attempted to take a sharp turn at speeds of up to three miles per hour,” said lead investigator Kellen
Montgomery, adding that even with the conductor’s decades of experience, his cumulative
exhaustion after several long days in a row of driving trains had put immense strain on his hand-eye
coordination. “By the time he noticed his mistake and tried to brake by grabbing the caboose, it was
already too late. We’re lucky this didn’t happen as the train passed by the saloon or general store in
the town square, or else we would be dealing with an even worse disaster right now.” Montgomery
confirmed that the crash was the rail line’s worst disaster since the same conductor plowed through
a barrier and took out an entire marching band in 2011, an incident in which alcohol was suspected
to have played a role.
The Onion 11/20/15 8:34AM
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Classified Ads
WANTED: I am giving serious thought to joining a NEW to be organized group called FREE-MO
modules (formerly the Pikemasters). I would rather not build a new module from scratch if there is
one within the division wanting for a new home or just setting around as excess. It would be
modified to fit the new Free-Mo standards if the group further materializes.
If you know of one that might be available for sale (or free) please let me know before I start
purchasing the new wood!
Wade Mountz - 719-380-9060 - w.mountz@yahoo.com
WANTED: I am thinking of building a double helix, I've watched many videos and read multiple
articles. If anyone has built one I would gretly apprecaite any advice.
David Bristow - 719-331-1609 - dave@bristow-family.org
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We Sell-Buy-Trade Model Trains all Scales
Be buy collections large & small
New Address, New Expanded Store

Chapel Hills Mall
1710 Briargate Blvd Suite #0487
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
2nd Floor above Dick's - Follow the Signs

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 1-6pm Sat 1-5pm Sun 1-4pm

Visit Roy’s Model Trains website
http://roysmodeltrains.com/
Email: aviationhistory@comcast.net

Phone: 719-728-0503 Leave a Message

COME VISIT US SOON!!
Watch for monthly Swap Meets

