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NEXT  MEETING:  Friday, March 10th, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the 
Sand Creek Police Station, 4125 Center Park Drive,

Colorado Springs, Colorado (southeast of the intersection of 
Fountain and Academy Boulevards).

February 10th, 2017 Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of the Pikes Peak Division of the National Model

Railroaders Association.

The meeting was brought to order by Superintendent Joe Costa at 7:00 
PM. There were 28 people in attendance.  No visitors.
 The minutes for the last meeting were approved. Frank Pareso 
gave the treasurer's report. Frank also mentioned that the Discount Trains 
store closed on Friday, February 3rd, 2017.
 Dusty mentioned that the new Caboose hobby store (formerly 
Caboose Hobbies) is opening February 25th, 2017. Their Internet web 
address is:  http://www.mycaboose.com/.
 Dusty Thomson gave an update concerning the upcoming 
NMRA-PPD swamp meet show.  Plans are to have it on Saturday, May 
13th, 2017, at the Trinity United Methodist Church — which is one block 
west of the Unitah Gardens Mall — at 701 North 20th Street, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Please see Dusty if you are interested in leasing out 
a table. Also, it was decided that the May PPD monthly meeting will be 
held at the church on the Friday evening before the show.
 Lindsey stood up and let everyone know that she is selling girl 
scout cookies and to see her if you would like some.
 J.B. Thistlethwaite announced that Pikemasters is having an open 
house on April 23rd, 2017, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Also, please feel 
free to visit their layout every Thursday night at 7:00 PM.
 Robert Allen did a show and tell on an oil painting he did of a 
steam locomotive.
 There was a meeting break and prize drawings.
 Presentation was by John Campbell about electrical current and 
voltage drops on a model railroad.
 Contest results were given.  Meeting adjourned at 8:32 PM. 
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The Milepost is published monthly and is the official journal of the Pikes 
Peak Division, of the Rocky Mountain Region, of the National Model 
Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually held on the second Fri-
day of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 4125 Center Park 
Drive (southeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We’d 
love to meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, 
we have swap meets, train shows, and other model railroad activities.
 All content of this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner 
unless otherwise noted. Please do not use content from this newsletter 
without explicit, case-by-case permission.

Information

Upcoming Program
For our Friday, March 10th, 2017 meeting, the program for the evening 
will be by Mel McFarland, titled, “Shortline.”
 The April 2017 meeting program is scheduled to be by Joe Costa, 
and is to be titled, “Cheap Wireless For Your Trains”.
 If you have a program or project you would like to present at one 
of our monthly meetings, please contact Charalee Topinka at one of the 
monthly meetings or at 

2.
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kristin.phillips7099@gmail.com

Joe Costa
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We’ve been busy the past few weekends for model railroading. Gosh, 
there was the Pinehurst Country Club Kids and Trains Events (mostly 
O-scale Lionel with a kiddy Thomas train they could ride). we helped out 
at OL table and met the new Colorado State Coordinator, Mike McCoy. 
 Then, there was Rails in the Rockies at Estes Park at the Fair-
grounds this time — it was a reunion with Jack and Roy selling their 
wares, Mike Peck with the Historical Society and multiple modular lay-
outs on display (like Slim Rail).
 Then, there was zoo that was the grand opening of Caboose on 
West Alameda, in Denver. 
 Finally, the TCA Show at the Denver Mart. We were super busy 
running 50 boys through the Railroading Merit Badge and barely had 
time to quick walk the floor. Gary Meyers, who is an Amtrak Engineer, 
Scout Master and Merit Badge Counsellor, gave his unique perspectives 
to the Scouts. Caboose had a booth --- they told me that on Saturday 
afternoon opening day the line wait was up to three hours. Colpar, At-
hearns, NCE and a bunch of other biggies were there.

Superintendent’s Notes
By Joe Costa, Superintendent of PPD-NMRA

Modular Musings

The first Friday came early and so does the second Friday. Time to do this 
again. I hope everyone is using the downtime we have had this winter to 
be productive in their own pursuits in the railroad world. Build some-
thing, fix something, modify something, learn something new. I have 
been building a new Moffat coach as the focus of a how-to article for the 
Historical Society magazine. Coming along well, ready for decals now. 
Though as with many things, it has its price. This time it was spilling a 
nearly full bottle of Floquil engine black on my work desk and floor. A 
nice mess and black is black no matter where it lands. The good news is, 
it missed the car. But I sure hate to waste the good paint. I was planning 
to build a new Pullman combine at the same time, however I found that I 
had not cut the clerestory parts for it, so that didn’t happen. Time to make 
a trip the library and their laser cutter.
 As we know, the next TECO show is not until the end of April 
(29th and 30th). But when it rains it pours, our Pikes Peak Division show 
is two-weeks after that on May 13th. Since it has been awhile since we 
did any show I hope everyone is ready to come out and support both of 
these events. We will need setup help for the layouts and operator help 
for both. Bring some HO trains to run or come watch people watch trains 
run. Please consider your participation. We are planning two hourly 
hands-on clinics for the TECO, track and trees. If you can do one or two 
demos that would be good or you could watch the layout while someone 
else shows how. We would also like to have a switching puzzle out for 
visitors to “play” with. We have them available, but it needs a monitor. 
It has been awhile since the last TECO and we are getting lots of public 
notice out for this one. We hope to generate a good turnout.
 This month’s contest is MOW equipment. Look and see what you 
can bring to enter. 
See you ‘round the roundhouse.

By John Emmot, Chairman of Module Group

At each monthly PPD-NMRA meeting, a contest is held. A con-
test must have at least three entries for voting. Below is the 2017 
contest schedule.

March  . . . . . . . . MOW Car.
April  . . . . . . . . . Whimsical Model Or Scene. Something whim-

sical to bring a smile or chuckle. Examples 
could include: animal control chasing loose 
monkeys, mini-scene, car with a hot tub, engine 
with wings, etcetera.

May . . . . . . . . . . Scratch-Built Structure.
June . . . . . . . . . . 324 Contest — 18ʺ × 18ʺ Mini-Scene, anything that 

fits within 324 sq in.
July . . . . . . . . . . Flat Car That Isn’t Flat — any load or modification.
August . . . . . . . . On-Line Structure  — railroad track access.
September . . . . . Passenger Car.
October . . . . . . . Judged & Open Contest.
November . . . . . Kitbash Anything With Multiple Kits.
December  . . . . . Christmas Party (no contest).

Contest Corner

The contest for February’s meeting was Offline Structure. Rob Allen 
won first-place, Joe Costa won second-place, and John Emmot won 
for third-place.



Raspberry Pi And JMRI (February 21st)
Got the Raspberry Pi, which is the size of a pack of cigarettes, loaded up 
with Raspbian Linux and JMRI. Waiting on the Edimax Wi-Fi dongle 
which acts as an access point.
 I have the Sprog 3 which is the DCC Command Station. I could 
hook that up now but I am waiting for a case for the Pi. Don’t want to 
mess with it too much with the the circuit board exposed.
 This all creates a minimalist wireless DCC system under $200. 
I’ll do a picture when it it all assembled.

Raspberry Pi 3 Built In Wi-Fi (February 22nd)
It turns out that it does have Wi-Fi and it can be configured as an access 
point. I have tested it out with our Wi-Fi access point here. I haven’t 
configured it in server mode though I have found directions for that on 
the Internet.
 I will wait until my Edimax Wi-Fi USB dongle comes in. I will 
run tests but I suspect the Edimax will have to have better range (and 
better bandwidth).
 Once everything is functional I will write it up.

New Caboose Grand Opening (February 25th)
We were there for the free Pizza. It was easy to find and well stocked.  
Maybe half the size of the old Caboose. It took about 45 minutes to get 
through the line.
 Folks from the Golden and Trolley Museums were there. We got 
to talk with the president of the C&T. He mentioned he was involved 
with the original cosmetic renovation of our little steam engine now in 
Antonito, Colorado.
 They have a nice small N-scale layout of the Cajon loop. A Chan-
nel 9 Tv cameraman took a picture. Here is a link to their story: http://
www.9news.com/money/business/iconic-model-train-store-reopens-in-
lakewood-/414763574.
 And yes, Kristin handed out TECO flyers to folks in line and left 
a stack behind.

Volunteer Invite For 2017 Denver 37th National 
Narrow Gauge Convention

I received this e-mail...
 Gentlemen, my name is Steve Swanson, I am a member of the 
South Suburban Division in the RMR. I am the volunteer coordinator for 

the upcoming 37th National Narrow Gauge Convention [www.37nngc.
com] being held in Denver at the Denver Tech Marriott August 30th - 
September 2nd this year. We are reaching out to invite model railroad-
ing groups from around the Denver area and Colorado including NMRA 
members to participate in the convention via volunteering with us. Denny 
our region president--who came from the SSD — has visited with several 
of our core committee and expressed to them that he had heard from sev-
eral RMR NMRA members an interest in helping us out. I know, as you 
might that a good number of NMRA members already plan to attend the 
convention: several within my division are on the core committee. There 
are already several members from South Suburban and Sunrise divisions 
signed on to help.
 We are expecting upwards of 1800+ attendees from across Colo-
rado, all over the country, and many foreign countries. We have a large 
vendor show (over 90 so far committed), 49 clinics, half-dozen modular 
layouts, expected world-class turn-out in our contest room, 25+ home 
layouts on tour, and arranged discounts with several regional railroad 
attractions.
 We are seeking help in many areas as you might imagine begin-
ning on Tuesday evening and continuing thru Saturday and the close of 
the convention. All volunteers will receive a convention t-shirt and
depending on volunteer participation (hours and capability) compensa-
tion either as reimbursement for a registration and/or as a donation to 
their organization. Already several individuals unaffiliated to NMRA 
both locally and traveling from out-of-state have stepped up as volun-
teers.
 This could be an opportunity for local NMRA members to experi-
ence a national narrow gauge focused environment, meet manufacturers, 
talk to some of the best of our fellow modeler railroaders--from all over, 
witness some of the best modeling and photography in the contest room, 
see fantastic modular and home layouts perhaps not already seen, attend
excellent clinics by experts, and help us put on a great convention. We 
are also working with at least one local boy scout troop and in discussion
with several of the Youth in Model Railroading chapters to participate at
the convention. Of course, we are looking for adult volunteers in im-
portant areas such as: registration, vendor room monitoring and badge 
checks, assisting clinicians, contest room management, attendee and 
spouse hospitality, vendor and modular group setup and take down, lay-
out owner assistance, security assistance, and in several other areas. Al-
though, we are not directly coordinating this convention with the NMRA, 
many narrow gauge orientated modelers are members.
 If you would kindly present, this volunteer invite information 
to your division members it would be greatly appreciated. If interested, 
members can contact me via this e-mail or my cell phone listed below.

Thank you,
Steve Swanson
720-272-1808 (cell)
volunteers@37nngc.com

Raspberry Pi And JMRI (March 8th)
I’ve got the case which works fine. The Wi-Fi dongle arrives next week. 
They’ve even come out with a version half the size and price with fewer 
and smaller connectors.

Joe’s
Railroad Notes

By Joe Costa
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Gentle persuasion with tweezers freed the axles. Slight rotation helped 
free the axle gears from the idler gears. Close examination with my mag-
nifiers showed hairline break across the axle gears. I dropped all the axles 
into isopropyl alcohol to get rid of the accumulated oil and grease.

 After the axles soaked for a while I washed them with hot water, 
and then disassembled the axles and the gears. 

 I tried to fix the cracked axle gears with the Lazer Bond. The 
Lazer Bond didn’t cure. The instructions said to use a very thin film, 
which I couldn’t get right on the small gears. I started over. I removed 
the uncured Lazer Bond and cleaned the gears of residue. I then applied 
Gorilla super glue over the splits, and let it cure overnight.  
 I then cleaned glue from the gear teeth, reassembled the axles and 
checked for free bearings and correct gauge.

Hansz-On
Modeling

By Jerry Hansz

Fixing Life-Like Loco Axles
I had two Life-Like GP-30 locomotives with the apparently common 
“cogging” problem. (I call it cogging. It’s the thump, thump sound heard 
with the locomotive is moving.)

 E-mail correspondence with Walthers customer service shows 
that replacement geared axles should be available in February 2017, with 
a price per truck of $6.98. That’s $13.96 per locomotive, plus shipping. 
They suggest ordering through your local hobby shop.
 I wondered if there was another way to fix the problem. Looking 
at YouTube, I saw a modeler who replaced the bad axle gears using parts 
from an Athearn F7B. Watch the YouTube video for good tips on replac-
ing the axles, checking for good bearing freedom, proper wheel spacing 
with the NMRA gauge, etcetera.
 Whee! I pulled a couple of my F7Bs, and examined the axles. 
Sorry, my unpowered units didn’t have a geared axle. He must have sac-
rificed a powered unit. My only powered units are F7As! Not gonna sac-
rifice them!
 I also wondered if I could fix the broken gears using the recently 
advertised Lazer Bond laser-cure system. 

 So, into the fray! I pried the bottom cover off the trucks on ATSF 
1243. A narrow X-Acto blade worked well. TAKE IT SLOW!
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 I replaced the axles and snapped the truck covers back in place. 
After a brief break-in, ATSF 1243 ran reasonably well. There is still a 
slight noise, but not as pronounced as before.
 The Gorilla Glue was quite thick, so I decided to get thinner glue 
for the next attempt.
 ATSF 1274 was the next candidate. I removed the axles as de-
scribed above, cleaned and inspected them, and applied the thinner glue.

GP-30 #1274 with axles removed.
 With the axles reassembled and gauged, #1274 was reassembled 
and tested. The “cogging” was not heard. 

#1274 reassembled.
 In conclusion. The approach I took is a reasonable temporary fix, 
until the Walthers replacements are available. Time will tell how long the 
fix will last.
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TECO News
Press Release by Mike Peck, President of

Train Expo Colorado, TECO
tecoshowcommunications@gmail.com

http://www.tecoshow.org/ — TECO 29 Train Show
Colorado Springs, Colorado — Train Expo Colorado (TECO), was es-
tablished to organize local events and swap meets and consolidate model 
railroading resources. TECO is a nonprofit organization managed by vol-
unteers provided by supporting Model Railroad clubs and associations.
The Mortgage Solutions Financial Expo Center at 3660 North Nevada 
Avenue will be the home for the TECO 29 Train Show on Saturday and 
Sunday April 29-30, 2017. Hours on Saturday are from 9 AM – 5 PM and 
Sunday from 10 AM – 3 PM. Operating model train layouts and vendors 
are only a portion of the train show. TECO will host historical presenta-
tions on the Colorado Springs Cripple Creek District RR Short Line daily 
at 12:30 PM and 1:30 PM, hourly “how-to” clinics on track laying and 
tree construction, “Seek and Find” for children of all ages, as well as 
hourly door prizes for those in attendance. 
 Cost: $6 per person or $9 for a family of two or more. Seniors and 
military receive a $1 discount. Accompanied children, 12 and under, are 
free. For vendor table reservations and more information, contact Mike 
Peck at (719) 640-2076. 

About TECO
TECO is managed and operated by volunteers from the following Model 
Railroad clubs: Pikes Peak “N”gineers MRR Club, Pikes Peak & South-
ern Railroad, Pikes Peak Division of the NMRA, PikeMaster Railroad-
ers, Youth in Model Railroading, Colorado Midland Historic Society, 
and Slim Rail Colorado Narrow Gauge. All proceeds from ticket sales 
and vendor fees from the TECO shows pay for the event center. Any 
remaining proceeds are split between the clubs. For more information, 
visit http://tecoshow.org/.

Train Expo Colorado – TECO
The members of TECO are working to preserve railroad history and 
model railroading by providing historical presentations, how to clinics, 
layouts to view and our vendors provide materials for the novices and 
experts alike. There will be representatives of museums and other orga-
nizations to promote history of Colorado. Have a daughter or son 8 to 18 
interested in model railroading, talk to the folks at the Youth in Model 
Railroading layout. 
 The historical presentations are based on the theme for each 
TECO show. TECO 29 will be based on the Colorado Springs & Cripple 
Creek District Railroad, CS&CCD, or Short Line. Today the old road bed 
is called Gold Camp Road. Presentations are at 12:30pm and 1:30pm by 
our two historians both Saturday & Sunday. Come listen and view some 
of the stories of this railroad.
 The TECO staff will be presenting “How to” clinics on basic 
track laying and how to make a tree. These will be hands on sessions 
every hour on the hour both Saturday and Sunday.
 There will be layouts to view to get ideas on what your railroad 
empire may look like. We love to share our knowledge on how something 
was created. Learn the difference between scale and gage as they are not 
the same. Please ask questions that’s why we are there.
 Our vendors have everything from track to cars & locomotives in 
all the most popular scales. We are adding some different vendors that are 
not railroad related and are there to peak your interest in hobbies.
Stop by the museum and railroad booths and find out the history they are 
trying to preserve. Purchase a mug or poster or other items they are sell-
ing, all funds benefit these organizations.

http://www.tecoshow.org/


16.7.



8.



9.



10.



11.



12.


