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The Milepost, Volume 42, Number 3, March 2022, is published monthly, as an electronic
document (Adobe PDF file), by, and under the authority of, the Pikes Peak Division (Rocky
Mountain Region), of the National Model Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually
held on the second Friday of each month at the Classic Homes Corporate Office, 2138
Flying Horse Club Drive, Colorado Springs, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our
meetings. We would love to meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly
meeting, we have swap meets, train shows, and other model railroads (and railroad) activities. All content in this journal is
copyrighted to its respective owner unless otherwise noted. Please do not use content from this newsletter in other
publications, newspapers, magazines, books, websites, etcetera, without explicit case-by-case permission. The editor of
The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the e-mail address of: dave@bristow-family.org Thank you.

Next Meeting on Friday, March 11
Thanks to Mark, we are having another in-person meeting this month at:
Classic Homes Corporate Office Address: 2138 Flying Horse Club Drive, Colorado Springs, CO
80921
Be sure to check out the Rocky Mountain NMRA Callboard: https://www.rmrnmra.org/callboard.htm

Editor’s Thoughts
At the February meeting I gave my presentation about Arduinos and other microcontrollers. A
presentation that had been planned for the January meeting that unfortunately was canceled due to
a little snow storm. February’s weather wasn’t much better and as I drove to the meeting at a very
slow speed due to almost white out conditions I was wondering if there would be anyone at the
meeting and if in turn the meeting would be canceled. Tony, our finance wizard didn’t make it but a
number of brave folks did. The one thing I forgot was Mark would not be present and while the
facility has an awesome projection system it turned out to be unusable because I didn’t bring the
correct cable and to use the Wi-Fi connection would require passwords. Those in attendance were
“entertained” with my antics to use a 14” screen to show the slides as I rambled on about the
technology, its use and costs. I appreciated the interaction with several modelers, in particular I
acknowledged Earl of the “N”gineer who had developed an Arduino project to control a switch on his
module of their layout seen at the TECO show. Mike had brought the board, which we showed and
he answered questions from several folks. I demoed an Arduino “light show”. I am sorry my slides
were not projected, but if anyone would like a copy drop me a line, I would be happily share them.
John at the end of the meeting approached me and offered an idea to me as a possible project,
which I quickly responded that sure his idea could be implemented. The project seemed, at least
conceptually could be implemented relatively easily. I’ve given further thought to his idea and in the
near future I will write an article on how I would turn his idea into first a plan then a design of both
hardware and software elements and finally an implementation of real hardware with code.
At the meeting Wade turned over some paper artifacts that he thought might be of interest to me as
the editor. At least one of them struck me as being very interesting and I have published in this
edition. It is a historic review of the roots of the NMRA region we all live in. You can see it on page
20. Unfortunately, the author did not sign or put his name to the document. If anyone knows who
wrote the article, I’d greatly appreciate knowing who.
In the vein of history, I ran across a video about a bit of American railroad history that I had no idea
about. Did you know:
“Between 1863 and 1869 three American railway companies completed the project
connect the existing East Coast railway network with railroads on the West Coast the
1,912 miles of track including 19 tunnels to granite mountains that were needed to
complete the transcontinental railroad. It was an amazing engineering feat for a country
that already had more miles of railway than the rest of the world combined.” 1

Or that south ran on a 5’ gauge, the north ran on standard gauge (4’8.5”) and Pennsylvania ran on 4’9”
gauge.
“In February of 1886 the operating officers of the South railroads met in Atlanta and
agreed to change the southern gauge curiously they did not adopt the standard (4 foot 8
1/2-inch) gauge but the slightly broader 4-foot 9-inch gauge. ... Understand the sheer
magnitude of this process, not only did they have to convert some 11,500 miles of rail but
1

YouTube video “The Day The Gauge Changed” by the History Guy, Jun 16, 2018
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also all the locomotives and rolling stock and as trains would not be able to operate during
the switch. It was important that the switchover occur as quickly as possible. The date for
the switch was set between Monday may 31st and Tuesday June 1st that gave just four
months to prepare for the massive undertaking.”2

They succeeded, if you’d like to hear and see more go to “The Day The Gauge Changed”
Sometime ago I ran across an article about lumber loads, where the modeler used an Excel
spreadsheet to create a template for lumber wrapped in Tyvek or other shipping material. I adapted
the concept to use a drawing program. It creates images that are cut and glued to a block that
represents an 8x4x2 foot bundle of plywood or some other bundled dimensional lumber. I had a
friend plane some alder to the scale dimensions I needed and I cut them to 8-foot lengths. As seen
in the photo below on the left. The right shows the templated paper wrappers stuck to the blocks on
the left.

Then I realized I needed a carrier for them. In looking at what models were readily and inexpensively
available I discovered the Walther Center Beam car fit my requirements for availability but they were
longer than I wanted. I took one carefully apart and removed sections from the car. I have four of
these in different stages of completion, none ready for this Friday.

If you have one of these you can tell where I’ve removed sections. I also discovered working with
True-Color paint wasn’t as big a challenge as I thought. I was concerned about working with an
acetone-based paint mostly about cleaning the air brush after use. I use a paint booth with an
outside exhaust so fumes weren’t really an issue. Cleaning the brush simply required running
acetone through it until it was clear. When they get finished I will write up the process.
Hope to see you at the division meeting this Friday!

Conductor’s Corner
Spring is just around the corner – and after our last winter blizzard finishes up its last gasp of cold,
we approach planting season, spring modeling time. Remember that this month’s modeling contest
is rolling stock. ALL OF US should have something to show off and describe just how we did it. We
are a model railroad hobby organization, aren’t we?? Participation is the cornerstone of how we
2
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improve. I can hardly wait to hear this months’ presentation concerning Southern Pacific’s Daylight!
We should also be getting some preliminary information concerning our summertime picnic.
Although Kristin and Joe are traveling again, progress is being made for our annual layout tour this
summer. We have gotten confirmation on another layout to see as well as a monthly program if they
haven’t all been filled by now! I know that virtually all our regular meeting members have their
NMRA dues paid up. If you’re not sure – check your own membership card. By April, I want to get
some kind of a report or update concerning this year’s swap meet. This is needed as you know to
offset expenses the division incurs to maintain what the division needs and uses. We will be
needing some “picnic” cash come summertime. John has had another volunteer day in Calhan
restoring the caboose. Hopefully, we can ask him to give us a quick report on its restoration
progress – what they have completed and what they need for their next restoration step. A young
Boy Scout, Aaron Miller, has contacted our division about our website and an electrical glossary. He
wanted to add to what our site already had. Thanks to John Emmot, its now included in our
division’s website. Thanks John. Besides a Webmaster, I still need to find someone to volunteer and
step up to be the chair and plan a division trip that all of us can attend this summer or fall. It doesn’t
need to be an extended vacation trip, just something our division will appreciate and have fun at. If
we all pitch in to help the division earn a little extra cash - a division trip needs to be planned.
Wade Mountz - Superintendent

Drawing Prizes Preview (3rd attempt)
(Tony Pawlicki)
(Subtitle: “Let’s Try This Yet Again”)
A “teaser” preview of some of the prizes that will be available (weather permitting) at the drawings
during intermission at the March and April 2022 Pikes Peak Division NMRA meetings. The idea is to
entice more members to our meetings. (If we keep getting snowed out, this may backfire, turning
into a “Charlie Brown, Lucy and the football” routine.)
This update covers March and April because the planned drawings of January and February did not
occur, due to weather issues. (January meeting was cancelled due to severe weather in Colorado
Springs, February meeting occurred with limited attendance, NOT including me – coming down from
Woodland Park, I got as far as Cascade, in a near-whiteout with snow-packed road, before turning
around and coming home; even that little round trip took 40 minutes.)

February Drawing Prizes
Among the many drawing prizes available at the March 2022 PPD-NMRA meeting are items
generously donated by a new member who joined us in 2021:
WP 19532, an HO scale 40-foot Western Pacific sliding door boxcar with the following goodies:
Cushion coupler pockets; Kadee couplers; sprung trucks; Kadee wheelsets.
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V&T 901, a Virginia and Truckee ore car with the following goodies: Kadee couplers; sprung trucks;
Kadee wheelsets.

1974 Convention Car, an ore car with the following goodies: Kadee couplers; sprung trucks; metal
wheelsets.
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What’s On Offer At The March Meeting:
ATSF 40’ M.O.W. flatcar ATSF 1787. Wade Mountz snagged this baby, already assembled, and
provided with a detailed load and Kadee couplers, as a real steal at the 2021 Pueblo convention.
Wade and I added some more goodies.
Features:
•

As purchased:
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Detailed load
Kadee #5 couplers (trimmed trip pins)
Weathered trucks
Weathered Kadee 33” wheelsets
Fine-tuned coupler height (needed after wheelset replacement, due to variable fit of conical axle
points in conical truck sockets)
Cut levers and associated brackets
Replaced missing stirrup step

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates)

D&RGW 40’ single-sliding-door boxcar D&RGW 67585. Era-inappropriate (I model modern) Old
Colony Classic Cars limited run custom painted Athearn “blue box” kit received as Christmas party
present. (Old Colony seems to have used the same approach as the much better-known Bev Bel
operation, custom painting undecorated Athearn kits.) A few added goodies were provided:
•

As received:
•
•
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•
•

•

Assembled
Underframe and weight painted flat black
Kadee #5 couplers (trimmed trip pins)
Metal wheelsets
Weathered trucks and wheelsets
Cut levers and associated brackets
Fine-tuned coupler height

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates, removed
roofwalk)

7.

Wabash 50’ single-sliding-door boxcar WAB 21785. Era-inappropriate (I model modern) Model Die
Casting (MDC) “dark blue box” kit received as Christmas party present. A few added goodies were
provided:
•

As received:
•
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Partially assembled
Black-painted cast metal floor/underframe with added weight
Metal wheelsets
Finished assembly
Kadee #5 couplers
Weathered trucks and wheelsets
Cut levers and associated brackets
Fine-tuned coupler height

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates, removed
roofwalk)
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March Wavy Rails
By Joe Costa

My Bad

I take full responsibility for my joke in the last issue involving the picture above on the right.
The caption that says “WHITE PASS RAILWAY” was inadvertently trimmed off which was intended
as the “punchline” of my joke. The train is from the standard-gauge Alaska Railroad and not the
narrow-gauge White Pass and Yukon.
The White Pass & Yukon Route railway was bought four years ago by the Carnival Corporation, one of
the world's largest cruise ship companies, for $290 million. The railway is now majority-owned by
Carrix/Survey Point Holdings/Rail Management Systems, and Carnival is a minority owner.
In 2018 Carrix’ railroad company Rail Management Services teamed up with Holland America Princess
Tours, a subsidiary of Carnival Cruise Lines, and Ketchikan-based Survey Point Holdings to purchase
the White Pass and Yukon Route Railroad from a Canadian golf course company for just under $300
million.
Last November, a multi-national investment group has purchased a company that invests heavily in
multiple Southeast Alaska businesses, including Skagway’s White Pass and Yukon Route Railroad,
and Survey Point Holdings in Ketchikan.
A $2.5 billion deal was reached for Blackstone Infrastructure Partners to purchase Carrix. While that
sounds like a global Wall Street deal, it’s could affect some key players in Southeast Alaska’s port
and tourism trades.
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There is definite interest, in Canada, to have freight services out of the Yukon through Skagway.

Two Segments on Alaska Railroad of our NCL Cruise
As part of our Alaska NCL cruise, we are spending four days in Alaska travelling between Seward
and Fairbanks, including two segments on the Alaska Railroad.

Anchorage/Denali Segment
This morning you'll ride along the rails of the world-famous Alaska Railroad from Anchorage to
Talkeetna, with 360-degree views from your deluxe dome railcar seats. As the gorgeous scenery of
Alaska rolls past, be watchful for wildlife, as well as a glimpse of Mt. Denali, or, as local Alaskans
call it, "The Great One."
In between these two segments we take a bus tour on Denali National Park.

Denali/Fairbanks Segment
Following your park tour, you will take your second segment along the rails of the Alaska Railroad to
Fairbanks in a deluxe dome railcar. As the gorgeous scenery of the Healy Gorge and Canyon rolls
into the high tundra plateau, be watchful for wildlife.

NCL Website Review
We are looking forward to this cruise. On the negative side, the cruise line did a horrible job on their
website describing the land portion of the cruise. I suspect this is the first time this cruise line has
offered land tours. The segments and related information were virtually buried on their website. I did
get to talk to a human on the phone who was quite helpful.
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Notice the column headings on top that say “At Sea” which should say “On Land.”
On the bottom row it says “Flight Departure.” The flight departure would be out of Fairbanks on
Friday the 19th.

In fact, according to this last picture, we do not exist after August 19.
To be fair, some of the people on the cruise are doing the bus/rail tour like us. Some are doing a
northbound only cruise. Some are flying home out of Anchorage or Seward and others are sailing
non-stop back south to Vancouver.
During Covid, working on websites may not have been a priority with the cruise lines.
Alaska Railroad has an extensive service map (isolated from the rest of North America:

Canada’s 100-foot Freight Railway to Nowhere
Cruising by foreign flagged ships which always had to visit foreign ports and Canada’s blockage of
and the interaction with the protectionist Passenger Vessels and Jones Acts made this a topic of
discussion and special legislation sponsored by the Alaska congressman and senators in their
effort to restart cruising. Not just tourists but fish imports from Alaska were also affected by these
restrictions:
11.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oP1Oq3JLNbc
PUBLISHED OCT 12, 2021 10:16 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE

A federal judge has given the green light for American Seafoods Company to resume its foreign-flag
cargo shipments between U.S. points - at least until litigation over a series of alleged Jones Act
violations is finished. The order will enable the delivery of about 37 million pounds of the company's
frozen seafood to customers on the U.S. East Coast.
For more than a decade, American Seafoods has delivered its Alaskan fish to customers on the U.S.
Eastern Seaboard using chartered foreign-flag vessels, acting through its Alaska Reefer
Management affiliate. These ships are loaded in Dutch Harbor, and they transit through the Panama
Canal and around the East Coast to the port of Bayside, Canada. At Bayside, the cargo is offloaded
into truck trailers for delivery to the Eastern United States.
If the trucks carrying this fish drove directly into Maine, the whole arrangement would be prohibited
by the Jones Act, which bans the use of foreign vessels to transport goods between U.S. points.
However, the "Bayside route" takes advantage of an obscure clause in the Act - the "Third Proviso" which permits foreign-flag vessels to be used if a "through route over" a Canadian rail line is also
involved in the delivery.
To pass through this little-known loophole, each truckload of fish at the Bayside terminal is driven
up a ramp and onto the sole train of the "Bayside Canadian Railway" - a 100-foot stretch of track
with two rail cars and no destination. A small shunt engine pulls the train to the far end, then pushes
it back to the ramp again. The truck then drives back down the same ramp, out to Route 127 and
across the Maine border at Calais, completing a 7,500 nm foreign-flag shipment between two U.S.
points.
https://youtu.be/w5Ov7MzcrRo
12.

Brightline and the Not So Bright in Florida
Steve Jankowski, a local Federal Railroad Administration employee, former Operation Lifesaver
State Coordinator and Model Railroader who worked the table at the TECO show, shared information
about what’s been happen with the new highspeed train in Florida. South Floridians are having a
rough time safely coexisting with high-speed trains.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU5k77gq4zU

It has the highest death rate in the country. Folks driving around gates is a big problem and
pedestrians, sometimes “under the influence”, are also big problems.
Bollards for Dullards (who drive around gates)?

The fact that the train crews haven’t been responsible for the collisions doesn’t alleviate their
mental distress, said Karl Alexy, the FRA’s chief safety officer. The AP has obtained police reports
on about two-thirds of Brightline’s accidents; they show that at least 31 of its engineers and
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conductors have been involved in at least one fatal accident, at least 17 have been in two or more
and at least six have been in four or five.
“This isn’t something these engineers and conductors experience and go home and brush it off,”
Alexy said. “It stays with them — some of them retire because of the effect it has on them.”

Notes from The Siding
By John Emmot
Another month gone from our lives. With any luck, there are still lots left. It really hasn’t been a
banner month, but some things have been happening.
The RMRHS has moved three switch stands from Denver to Calhan. The points and frogs are still
waiting for a pickup and ride to Calhan. Anybody have a 5-ton truck they would like to loan? A few of
us spent last Thursday (the warm day) working in Calhan. A swallow tail rafter was removed from
the depot to be a template for the replacement sisters. We are getting closer to making real
progress with the roof of the depot. A ‘new’ early 1900s cast iron stove was delivered and sent for
sand blasting before it will be installed in the wooden caboose. Work was done on the door latches
on the steel caboose and paint was applied to the steps. Still plenty to do, if anyone would like to
help. Check out their website at: https://rmrhs.org/
TECO has wrapped up the details of the last show. The good news is we are still solvent. The rest of
the story is that we aren’t sure when the next show is going to be. There are a couple possibilities,
but I won’t put them out until they are set in ‘stone’. Stay tuned here and on the TECO.org website for
more.
There was discussion at the last meeting about a possible daytime gathering of PPD members who
would like a little railroad interaction without having to go out at night. If that describes you, contact
Wade by phone or email and let him know what would work for you. It might be for breakfast or
lunch at a local restaurant or some other venue. Make your wishes known. The Community rooms at
the CS police department are NOT available for the foreseeable future. We would also like to
increase the attendance at the regular Friday evening meetings. We know the current location is a
bit out of the way, but we do have a good time and good railroad interchange. Please consider
coming back to partake and contribute. Click at the top of the PPD NMRA website for a map to the
location.
The Dinosaur Resource Center in Woodland Park is looking for a model railroad setup in July this
summer. We need to discuss if the PPD wants to consider a small module setup there. It has been a
fun two weekend setup in the past.
And finally, just for fun. It was my impression that the rather large PPD layout we setup for the last
TECO was one of the best in recent memory. The assembly seemed to go well. Folks clamped and
leveled the modules starting from the gate. The two ends came together within a few inches when it
was time to join them. There was enough crew to move the ‘earth’ as needed. Other folks were
working on putting in the connector tracks from the common box and the unique pieces for some
module sets. When it was done, it operated pretty well. There are always places where this loco or
that loco has issues with a certain section of track. But in general, if one loco wouldn’t work another
would. We also had the double circuit breakers installed, so that a short on one main didn’t affect
the other when it was reset. It seemed to be an improvement. I would invite your attention to the
PPDNMRA.com website where there are some videos from this show. There are two from the on14.

track camera that show the track that really worked so well. One is a forward view and one is a
backward view. I find it interesting to watch the engineer/conductor view of the layout. I think you
will too. They are only four and a half minutes long. The time it took for one lap. If you like these
videos let me know. If not. I’ll stop wasting my time.
Hope to see a bunch of folks ‘round the roundhouse on Friday. Maybe it won’t snow this month.

February 2022 Minutes
Secretary, John Emmot
The regular monthly meeting was called to order live by Superintendent, Wade Mountz at 7:01 in the
community room of the Classic Homes offices at Flying Horse. There were 14 members and no
visitors present. Attendance was sparse due to the winter storm in progress.
The minutes of the December and January meetings were approved as published in the Milepost.

Treasurers Report
Tony Pawlicki had provided a digital update on activity in the PPD bank account and the purchase of
a PSX circuit breaker for the module group, the purchase of the 2022 tag for the Division trailer and
the cost of the Christmas party supplies to the officers prior to the meeting time. Wade presented
the report in Tony’s absence. The statement was accepted as submitted.
Wade began the meeting with a proposal to donate $100 to the food bank at the Stratmoor Hills
United Methodist Church in memory of J.B. Thisltethewaite. Motion was made and passed.

Chairman Reports
Wade asked for a volunteer to plan a Division picnic for this summer. Elizabeth Maline will handle
that process.
Wade asked for a volunteer to be the Division web master. No one volunteered to change the status
quo. The position is still open with John filling in for now.
Wade asked for someone to plan a Division train trip for the summer. No one volunteered at this
meeting.
Wade asked for thoughts about an extra PPD get-together in the daytime. Some folks do not like to
get out at night. It would likely be a restaurant with a ‘meeting room’. Members may contact Kristin
with input. It was suggested to pick a time and place and see who shows up.
Kristin, Joe and Wade will begin planning a PPD summer layout tour.
It was noted that the Rocky Mountain Region NMRA will have their convention in conjunction with
the Sherman Hill meet in the spring in Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Elizabeth discussed the recent TECO show at the Colorado Springs Event Center. She noted that it
turned out to be a lot of fun and a lot of work. There were about 800 paid admissions plus a couple
hundred kids through the door. There were also many members from the local groups adding to the
success of the event. There were 29 vendors and 10 layouts plus the switching puzzle. There were
several new layouts besides the usual local participants. Distribution checks for local groups were
passed out at the meeting. TECO is investigating a possible parking lot swap meet this spring and
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an indoor event in the fall. Look for announcements if the plans materialize. Elizabeth announced
that she would be at the next TCA event in Denver in April promoting TECO.

Old business
There was no old business.

New Business
There was no new business.

Contest
Railroad Structure
•
•
•

First place: Wade Mountz
Second place: Mike Maline
Third place: John Emmot

(The camera was present, but the pictures weren’t taken. Sorry)

Program
Presentation by David Bristow on the Arduino computer and it’s applications in the model railroad
hobby. He discussed the cost and capabilities of the various devices and how they can be
programmed to perform layout functions.
Meeting adjourned at 8:17.

“N”GINEERS Superintendent’s Corner
March 2022

By Michael Peck
Railroading Since October 13, 1989

Superintendent’s Corner
We are starting into March, by months end we will have completed the first quarter of 2022. With the
warmer weather coming we can start to look at doing outside stuff again. Hope we can hold the
club picnic and BBQ this year. We need to finalize plans for a field trip or two and our annual train
ride. We have three train shows to attend and one event where we can setup the T-TRAK layout, and
all before the month of June.
I would like to welcome Glenn and Deborah Hobbs into the club. Glenn is into electronic stuff and
Deborah wants to learn how to do scenery. Anyone else interested in doing scenery please let Mike
know so he can start scheduling this program.
I would like to welcome Terry Kift back into the club. Hopefully he’ll get back into doing some
scenery and running trains again.
We are still waiting to hear from a few others that were interested in joining the club. With this new
growth in the club, we are presented with a problem, that being the clubroom can handle so many
people at a time. Present time we hold run sessions only on Saturday – 11am to 2pm. Something
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for all of us retired people to think about, maybe we hold some run sessions during the week? We
can discuss this at the business meeting.

Garden City Show
We are planning our annual trip to Garden City, KS for the train show back there. The club will be
setting up the T-TRAK layout in a “C” formation, utilizing four 8’ and one 6’ table. The club will also
be selling items at this event. We will need help with both endeavors.

Rocky Mountain Train Show
I’m in the process of filling out the application to attend this show. Will need to know how many club
members plan to attend so I have a badge for you. We will be setting up the T-TRAK layout for this
event. The show is April 2 & 3 and I’ll get more info out once we have been confirmed that we are
accepted.
The club has been invited to setup the T-TRAK layout at the Kidpower’s Chocoholic Frolic 2022 on
Saturday May 7. The hours will be 7 to 10pm, so just a quick event for us. Will have more
information on this after a meeting with the event coordinators to determine the size of our layout.

Fields Trips, Train Rides, Clinics
The club has two left over field trips from last year, trip to Moffat Museum and Santa Fe through the
Springs. We need to set a date to go the Moffat Museum. The Santa Fe will be a written form mat
that one can use to trace the Santa Fe through the Springs, most of the line is now a hiking trail –
shook’s run trail and Santa Fe trail. Other parts can be explored by car. S few other ideas are the
Greeley Museum, Strasburg, CO, and Colorado Railroad Museum.
The club train ride, we have several options for this year ride, Tiny Town, Cog Railway, and
Comanche & Eastern Railway, if you have a few more bring them up at the business meeting.
The club has a few more members and one of the reasons new members have joined are our
clinics. Now that Covid has started slowing down we may be able to schedule a few scenery clinics
for those that want to attend. The club room is too small, so will be looking at holding clinics in my
garage. More on this later.

Lighter Rail
By Kristin Phillips
I don’t have a train of thought. I have seven trains on four tracks that narrowly avoid each other
when the paths cross and all the conductors are screaming.

Women in Railroading
Rosie (not the Riveter) creates a precedent for working women everywhere by challenging the
Southern Pacific Railroad, Transportation Communications International Union, and the state of
California
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An interview with Leah Rosenfeld by Shirley Burman

Southern Pacific’s Ogilby station is in the middle of the desert west of Yuma, Ariz. Rosie and other
women railroad operators didn’t mind taking up residence, working, and taking care of their families
here. Shirley Burman collection
Research deflates the idea that a woman’s place was in the home in the 19th century. In 1838,
during the Industrial Revolution when women were already working many jobs outside of the home,
railroads employed female car attendants.
In the 1800s, the most important breakthrough for women in railroading came when women
telegraphers earned responsible positions taking orders and keeping trains on track. During the Civil
War, many female telegraph operators were asked to help the war effort and took over or assisted
when men left for the war. At the same time, slave women and children were forced to lay rails for
southern railroads.
By the 1890s, women were working on small railroads in various capacities, often dressed as men
so as not to be noticed. But by the early part of the 20th century, women were railroad designers,
depot architects, and bacteriologists studying refrigerator car efficiency.
A Southern Pacific railroad operator and mother of 12 named Rosie was a pioneer for women
seeking equal rights on the railroad, as well as in the workplace in general. In 1987 my husband and
railroad photographer Richard Steinheimer and I drove to Mariposa, Calif., where Rosie lived in
retirement with a daughter so I could meet and interview this remarkable woman, whose real name
was Leah Rosenfeld (hence the “Rosie” nickname). Dick already knew her since she had befriended
him on many of his photo trips to Cajon Pass in the 1970s.
When I started my research on women in railroading in 1981, little had been done to record railroad
women’s history and older women’s stories needed to be taped before it was too late. Dick had told
me numerous stories about Rosie and her gang of 12, so I was eager to meet her.
Rosie was waiting for us at the local animal shelter she had co-founded. Over the din of barking
dogs and loudly meowing cats, I asked her general questions about her career and how hard it was
to raise so many children by herself.
In October 1944 during World War II when “Rosie the Riveter” was already a catch phrase, 36-yearold Rosie and her husband needed additional income to support themselves and their then nine
children. Since it was wartime, railroads were hiring women to replace the draft-diminished male
workforce. Rosie completed telegraphy and clerical courses, and the Southern Pacific hired her. The
war ended a year later, and as men began to return to civilian life and work, many women were given
pink slips. While women railroad operators didn’t suffer the pink-slip fate as frequently as those in
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other jobs, they did discover that state laws mandated limitations on jobs women could do,
affecting promotions or lateral moves.
After Rosie’s divorce in 1953, she worked many Southern Pacific jobs – telegraph operator, clerk,
station agent – mostly in isolated, one-person desert stations around the Salton Sea area from
Mecca, Calif., to Yuma, Ariz., where she could keep her eye on her eight youngest children. “Most
male operators didn’t like desert duty, and that suited me just fine,” Rosie said.
The animal shelter noises were interfering with recording our conversation, so I decided to wrap it
up. I had one last question for Rosie, “Did you ever have any problems while working for the
railroad?” With a twinkle in her eye, this petite woman said, “Yes, but I took care of it!”
That did it. We needed peace and quiet for that story to unfold, so we moved from the animal shelter
to a bench outside the local museum. There Rosie told her story of how she created a precedent for
women everywhere.
In 1955, a position opened for an agent/telegrapher at Saugus, Calif. Rosie applied, knowing she had
10-year seniority. To her surprise, Southern Pacific denied her the upgrade from operator to station
agent. The railroad cited California’s “women’s protective laws” that barred them from lifting over 25
pounds or working more than eight hours a day. The railroad ignored the fact that railroads operated
under the federal Railroad Labor Act, not California law, and that the federal act made no distinction
between male and female employees.
Rosie fired back a dispatch through her union, the Order of Railroad Telegraphers, saying that she
already performed the same duties under a different job title but at less pay. SP replied that the
railroad didn’t tell her to lift heavy bags and boxes or work more than eight hours. She sent another
note: “Yes, and if I hadn’t you would have fired me!”
For 11 more years, Southern Pacific rejected her applications for promotions. Rosie appealed for
help from the all-male leadership of ORT, now the Transportation Communications International
Union. The men mostly ignored her.
Because of her background as a clerk and paralegal in a law firm going back to 1924 (she was 16
then), Rosie knew she had to keep detailed copies of everything: correspondence, rejection slips,
etc., from both the union and SP officials. In 1964, the passage of the federal Civil Rights Act with its
Title VII gave women an equal hiring footing with men and established the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, which gave Rosie her opening. In 1966, when she applied again for a
promotion and was again turned down because of California’s protective laws, the EEOC advised
her to take legal action against California. On Aug. 30, 1968, her attorneys filed a sex discrimination
suit against the Southern Pacific, the TCU, and the state of California, raising concerns among other
women coworkers that she might get them all fired.
Rosie Rosenfeld prevailed. On Nov. 25, 1968, Southern Pacific settled and California’s protective
laws were declared unconstitutional. This result affected not only women in California but
throughout the United States.
By 1971, all the railroad industries began recruiting women for all railroad jobs. For Rosie, the
outcome was a little late. “I finally got my promotion and the salary that went with it,” she said, “just
in time before I retired.” SP appealed, only to be required to pay Rosie’s attorney fees, and it threw in
the towel in 1975. Her attorney wrote her soon after: “You must realize that you were a pioneer in
the battle for sex equality and that you made legal history. You should be proud of what you have
done.” And, Rosie was.
SHIRLEY BURMAN is a railroad historian, photographer, and lecturer from Sacramento, Calif. She is
also a member of the Center for Railroad Photography and Art. Copyright © 2009 Shirley Burman in
Trains Magazine
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History - Rocky Mountain Region NMRA
Author Unknown
As early as 1944 a pending regional territory included Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Arizona,
and New Mexico points within a 300-mile radius of Denver. Obviously, the calmer of World War II
prevented much action on this matter. However, as life returned to normal following the war several
men in the Denver area joined the N.M.R.A. and as a result met periodically as kindred souls in the
brotherhood of model railroading. The thoughts of a region again came forth and this time resulted
in the election of temporary regional officers for 1947 who on May 22, 1947, formally petitioned the
national for the establishment of the Rocky Mountain Region.
This system of temporary officers continued through 1949 including the petitioning for and
receiving of the authority to hold the national convention in 1949. At this convention held September
2-4, 1949, the region was formally established and recognized. The temporary officers of 1947,48
and 49 carried forward and became the first official region officers for 1950.
In the beginning the region met monthly in private homes as many of today’s round robin clubs still
do. As with any N.M.R.A. activity there is the usual breaking up into special interest groups. With the
smaller homes of the time, suitable space for special interest discussions were at a premium. I
distinctly remember a heady discussion on HOn3 flange size being carried out in the bathroom and
the discussion being broken up when the host’s wife wanted to use the room for its intended
purpose.
During these early days men were also meeting periodically in Boulder, Colorado Springs, and
Pueblo. It didn1t take long for the word to get around and soon the region meets were being held
from Boulder to Pueblo.
By 1953 the attendance in the Denver, Colorado Springs, and Pueblo areas had grown to the point
each group had a permanent meeting place. The Denver crew had to tough it out at the D&RGW
Burnham Shops and Yard where they had to contend with getting to watch the round housing of 2-88-2s, 4-8-4s and such. The Springs gang did not do too badly meeting at the now gone Santa Fe
station which had a fair to middlin parade going by being on the joint division which included trains
of the Santa Fe, Colorado & Southern, Missouri Pacific and D&RGW.
With large groups for the times, in both metro areas and the spread nationally of the division
concept the Rocky Mountain Region joined the parade with its first two officially designated
divisions; the Colorado Springs - Pueblo Division and the Denver Division June 26, 1953. The
Colorado Springs Pueblo Division is technically the first. They came to the Board meeting and asked
for official division status at which point the Denver area attendees asked for a short recess,
organized, and came back with their petition. Obviously, the petitions were approved and the
national so notified.
At this same time attempts were made to start divisions in Salt Lake City and Wyoming. The times
weren't right yet and these pioneer efforts didn't take. Never-the-less from this humble beginning we
have grown to the current fabulous roster of; Anasazi, Denver, Estes Valley, Flatirons, Front Range,
Laramie Plains, Northern Colorado, Pikes Peak, Rio Grande, Road Runner, South Suburban, Sunrise
and Wasatch.
Relatively early on, a simple newsletter was tried with limited success, but with the growth of the
Region the onetime well known "Helper" was launched May 22, 1954. The "Helper" was soon a
crowning success as the excellent drawings by several the local members began to fill the void for
sound details and dimensions for popular Colorado prototypes. Not only were the authors and
draftsman contributors but so were the behind-the-scenes efforts of another crew who edited, kept
records, answered questions, and mailed each issue. The demise of the "helper" in 1962 was literally
the result of working the supporting volunteers to death.
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Still needing a media to communicate throughout a region with considerable stretches of sage
brush and prairie dogs not to mention cactus and the main range of the Rockies between isolated
groups of members a much simpler newsletter called the “Coupler” was started in November 1964.
With the December issue it became “The Rocky Mountain Newsletter” a mast head carried until the
September-October issue of 1976 when the current title “Call Board” was adopted. During the twenty
years of the “Newsletter-Call Board” the publication has gone from ditto to state-of-the-art printing
with excellent photo reproductions. While many people have contributed to its production, we
seemed to have avoided the mistakes of the past of killing off our volunteers.
The Rocky Mountain Region has always been interested in the spreading of information on our local
narrow-gauge lines. In keeping with this in 1970 the "Lettering Guide for Early Colorado Narrow
Gauge Freight Cars" was released. While the initial research was the result of one man’s efforts the
final product was the result of many people’s efforts.
Starting in the late 1950's the region saw more and more women take an active interest in the hobby
and in the operations of the various divisions and the region. This growth of interest and
participation covers the full scope of activities including the presentation of clinics to the holding of
key administrative positions.
The continued growth and strength of the Region was demonstrated in 1977 when on July 19 - 24 it
again hosted a national convention symbolized by the famous Colorado creation, the Galloping
Goose. The 3500 plus registrants was a far cry from the 300 plus of 1949 not to mention the 20,000
plus members of the public who were admitted to the displays toward the end of the convention.
Throughout its history the Rocky Mountain Region has provided membership in the various
committees of the national level organization including major offices. In addition, the region and its
members are active supporters and participants in the Achievement program with several Master
Model Railroaders in the ranks.
With the growth of the idea to present scale model railroading to the general public the divisions of
the Rocky Mountain Region have participated in fairs, mall shows and other community activities to
demonstrate and show the various skills represented by the hobby.
With the National Model Railroad Association approaching its 50th year, the Rocky Mountain Region
completes its 35th year. While as with any organization there have been minor ups and downs the
thirteen-division region of today scattered from El Paso Texas to Laramie Wyoming and from Salt
Lake City Utah to Greeley, Colorado is a far cry from the tiny group that met in private homes of the
Denver area in 1947, 48 and 49.
Authors Comment
In writing this capsule history of the Rocky Mountain Region a strenuous effort has been made to
avoid the use of names. When looking back over thirty-five years there is always the fear of leaving
someone out. Further, as with any endeavor certain personalities, over the years have been more
visible or have made major contributions. Yet these contributions would have been for naught
without the support, in many capacities, of all the membership.

Diner Car Menu Item
By Mike Maline
This month we are going to experience a breakfast delight that was served on the Northern Pacific
Railroad in their dinner cars. This recipe was written before the invention of sliced bread.

French Toast
2 slices bread
2 eggs, slightly beaten
½ cup milk
1 Tbsp. sugar

¼ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. cinnamon
butter or shortening to fry
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Cut bread into 1 ½ inch slices and cut slices in half diagonally. Mix eggs, milk, sugar, salt, and
cinnamon well in a shallow dish. Dip bread into mixture. Fry it in a little butter or shortening until
golden brown on both sides. Serve hot with topping of your choice.

Before you Begin
You’ll need: shallow dish, large skillet
Heat butter or shortening for frying to hot
Prep time: 20 minutes

Yield: 1 serving
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We Sell-Buy-Trade Model Trains all Scales
Be buy collections large & small
New Address, New Expanded Store

Chapel Hills Mall
1710 Briargate Blvd Suite #0487
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
2nd Floor above Dick's - Follow the Signs

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 1-6pm Sat 1-5pm Sun 1-4pm

Visit Roy’s Model Trains website
http://roysmodeltrains.com/
Email: aviationhistory@comcast.net

Phone: 719-728-0503 Leave a Message

COME VISIT US SOON!!
Watch for monthly Swap Meets

