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December 8th, 2023 (Friday)  

NMRA-PPD monthly meeting. 
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The Milepost, Volume 43, Number 3, March 2023, is published monthly, as an electronic 

document (Adobe PDF file), by, and under the authority of, the Pikes Peak Division (Rocky 
Mountain Region), of the National Model Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually 

held on the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy 
Park Loop (northeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We would love to meet you. All 

scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap meets, train shows, and other model railroads (and 
railroad) activities. All content in this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner unless otherwise noted. Please do not 
use content from this newsletter in other publications, newspapers, magazines, books, websites, etcetera, without explicit 

case-by-case permission. The editor of The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the e-mail address of: 

dave@bristow-family.org Thank you. 
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Next Meeting on Friday, March 10 
Our meeting will be held at: The Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy Park Loop (northeast of 
the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Be sure to check out the Rocky Mountain NMRA Callboard: https://www.rmr-
nmra.org/callboard.htm 

This year’s programs in greater detail: 

• March 10, 2023 - A Scenic Tour of the Rio Grande Southern - by Elizabeth Maline 

• April 14, 2023 - Classic HO - by Ken Rambo 

• May 12, 2023 - Trees - by Charlotte Mountz / Kristen Phillips 

• June 9, 2023 - Progress on a home layout, tips & techniques - by Charles Marchbanks 

• July 14, 2023 - Southern Pacific Daylight SP4449 - Part 2 - by Mark Fuerstenberger 

• August 11, 2023 - Virginia & Truckee Railroad - by Mike Maline 

• September 8, 2023 - Harvey Houses of the Southwest / Harvey Girls - by Kristen Phillips 

• October 13, 2023 - still TBD 

• November 10, 2023 - still TBD 

• December 8, 2023 - No Program / Christmas Party 

Editor’s Thoughts 
Last month I mentioned I was building a new PC from parts, something I also mentioned I haven’t 
done for quite some time, more than 20 years. You see, while I worked for IBM, I always had one of 
the newer Lenovo Thinkpads and besides I really didn’t have a lot of free time to putter around with 
computers. With the help of Newegg.com’s configuration tool it was easy to pick parts that would 
work together. My video card finally arrived so I spent last weekend assembling the machine. I must 
admit using one of the least expensive heat sinks for the CPU turned into a physical challenge to 
secure it onto the CPU. The machine is fast, the video is awesome, and most of the software I use 
I’ve reinstalled, and everything is working now. 

One of my complaints about developing JavaScript web applications using a myriad of packages to 
avoid having to develop everything from scratch is that those packages change and until recently I 
had to manually check to see if a newer version was available. A somewhat time-consuming 
process. With the help of Google, I found a command to auto check versions. After getting Visual 
Code Studio and a Docker Engine up and running I ran the script I wrote using the command to 
check for package updates. I updated all the outdated packages of my 14 micro-services and 
recreated the Docker images in a few hours, instead of about a day. 

 

https://www.rmr-nmra.org/callboard.htm
https://www.rmr-nmra.org/callboard.htm
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MRIM is my Model Railroad Inventory Manager application. It’s built as Node application using a 
Mongo database. Recently I’ve been putting together some documentation, not my favorite task. I’ve 
chosen Activity diagrams to depict the functioning of the micro-services that are used. In the MRIM 
high level activity diagram the web application uses the RIDS, Railroad Inventory Data Services to 
get and put data to the Mongo database. MRIM has multiple pages to display, add and edit various 
objects found in a model railroad. 

Enough about software development! Wade asked me to include the URL for the Region’s newest 
shirts with our logo, but unfortunately I didn’t test the URL until I started assembling this newsletter 
tonight! When we get a good one, I’ll send out an email. 

Having seen Wade’s announcement for a second contest this Friday a couple of days ago I was 
thinking of completing a gondola. However, time seems to zip by…  

David 

Conductor’s Corner 
I want to see if we can increase the modeling skills within our division. Probably all of us have a car 
somewhere that we're NOT very proud of. One that just didn't turn out right. You kept it for some 
unknown reason but never shown it off when displaying your other modeling talents. Dust off that 
crummy old car, fix it as necessary and put it in a "2nd" modeling contest for our March 10th regular 
meeting. Here are the only rules to be aware of: 

• ANY scale is eligible if it doesn't come from your own "top of the line" works in model railroading. 
Nothing from the "ready to run" category is acceptable. Something from a swap meet is acceptable if 
you have "fine-tuned" the work yourself and are finally satisfied with your own modeling skills. I'm 
hoping that all want to become better modelers. 

• It will be assumed that all entries have proper weighting and knuckle coupler height. 

• Voting members will have the right to pick up ALL entries for the examination of any work done on the 
entries entered. 

• At least three entries must be entered, or the contest will be canceled. Certificates will be awarded if 
we have at least 3 entries. 

• Only one entry per member is allowed. Pick out your best of the worst to enter. 

Hoping this will be a fun opportunity and a good reason to attend the meeting - and not just showing 
up to be entertained. 

I hope all of us have an opportunity to attend the next big train show in Denver in April and get a 
good look at what the NEW Pike Masters club have been doing with their time, money, and energy. 
TECO is not setting still either, they are working on the next great TECO event. I am still hoping to 
get some NEW volunteers this year for the following activities: 1) layout tour, 2) picnic, 3) swap meet 
and 4) division outing. The officers put in a lot of time and trouble getting ready for monthly 
meetings, let them know it by active participation in what we do - for YOU! An organization lives or 
dies by what the members do, not by what the officers have planned. See all of you on Friday the 
10th - and bring that old boxcar. 

Wade Mountz 
Superintendent 

Drawing Prizes Preview 
By Tony Pawlicki 

“Teaser” preview of some prizes available at the drawing during intermission at the March 2023 
Pikes Peak Division NMRA meeting. The idea is to entice more members to our meetings. HEY – 
feel free - encouraged, even - to bring/donate surprise items!  The more the merrier!  (Wade’s and 
Mr. Lugg’s and Alan Hutchins’s donations won’t last forever, folks – in fact, Mr. Lugg’s donations 
were exhausted with the February drawing.) 
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(Some of) The March Meeting Offerings: 

FEC 24036, HO scale 50-foot boxcar. Athearn “Blue Box” model. Gift of Tony Pawlicki. 

Features: 

• As received: 

• Kadee #5 couplers. 

• Sprung metal trucks with plastic wheelsets. 

• Consolidated Stencils. 

• One broken stirrup step. 

• Added goodies: 

• Replaced broken stirrup step with formed bronze A-Line Style B. 

• Replaced plastic wheelsets with weathered Kadee 33-inch wheelsets with shined treads (with 
usual coupler height adjustment when replacing wheelsets or trucks; in this case, trimmed bolster 
bosses). 

• Cut levers and associated brackets. 

• Toughened coupler pockets by securing pocket covers with brass 2-56 machine screws (Athearn 
clip-on metal covers have tendency to pop off under stress, such as the twentieth time around the 
TECO show layout; how does one learn such things?  Guess!). 

• Drilled out oval holes in pulling loops. 

• Room for further upgrades (for the nit pickers among us – we know who we are): 

• Per Official Railway Equipment Register (ORER):  cushioned underframe vs. current non-
cushioned (extended coupler pockets could be installed). 

• Per prototype photo of FEC 24014 on the Fallen Flags Web site:  wide plug doors vs. current 
sliding doors. 

• End road numbers could be added at top right of each end. 

• Cast-on grab irons could be replaced by formed wire. 

• Cast-on stirrup steps could be replaced by A-Line Style B formed bronze. 

 

 

UELX 65019, HO scale 100-ton grain covered hopper. Model Die Casting (MDC, aka Roundhouse) 
model. Gift of Alan Hutchins. 

Features: 

• As received: 

• Kadee #5 couplers. 

• Plastic wheelsets. 

• Consolidated Stencils. 

• Missing brake wheel. 

• Added goodies: 
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• Weathered trucks. 

• Replaced plastic wheelsets with weathered Kadee 36-inch wheelsets with shined treads (with 
usual coupler height adjustment when replacing wheelsets or trucks, this time adding Kadee fiber 
washers). 

• Cut levers and associated brackets. 

• Drilled through pulling loops (roping staples). 

• Replaced cast-on roof-top grab irons with Detail Associates formed wire 17-inch straight grab 
irons. 

• Replaced missing brake wheel (Walthers Goo covers a multitude of sins). 

 

CR 500812, Conrail HO scale 70-ton modern ore car. Model Die Casting (MDC, aka Roundhouse) 
model. Gift of Alan Hutchins. 

Features: 

• As received: 

• Sprung plastic semi-scale couplers. 

• Plastic wheelsets. 

• Consolidated Stencils and ACI placards (very crude). 

• One missing side ladder. 

• Two loose side ladders. 

• Bare (unpainted) underbody. 

• Added goodies: 

• Secured loose underframe and weight to main body. 

• Painted underbody. 

• Weathered trucks. 

• Replaced plastic wheelsets with weathered Kadee 33-inch wheelsets with shined treads (with 
usual coupler height adjustment when replacing wheelsets or trucks, this time filing down the 
truck bosses). 

• Cut levers and associated brackets. 

• Re-glued loose side ladders. 

• Room for further upgrades: 

• Replace crude painted Consolidated Stencils and ACI placards with high-quality decals. 

• Replace missing side ladder. 
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EPC (Electric Power Company, obviously a generic name) 0839, HO scale 25-ton “burro” crane kit. 
Walthers model. Gift of Alan Hutchins. 

Features: 

• As received: 

• Unassembled kit. 

• Plastic horn-hook couplers. 

• Plastic wheelsets. 

• Missing one stirrup step. 

• NO modern markings (Consolidated Stencils, ACI placards, U1 wheel inspection stickers, et 
cetera). 

• Added goodies: 

• Weathered trucks. 

• Replaced plastic wheelsets with weathered Kadee 33-inch wheelsets with shined treads. 

• Replaced missing stirrup step with A-Line formed bronze Style A step. 

• Installed Kadee #5 couplers. 

• Added cut levers and brackets. 

• Room for further upgrades: 

• Assemble kit. 

• Repaint and letter for your favorite railroad (or just patch-out via decal film and add reporting 
marks over the patches). 

• Check coupler heights vs. the Kadee gauge. 
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March Wavy Rails - Made with Real Waves 
By Joe Costa 

 

Bucket List? 
Hopefully, you won’t need a bucket to visit this attraction. It’s at the Houston Aquarium: 
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Now, this is what you would see if you’re under the English Channel and your train breaks down in 
the Chunnel: 

 

The tunnel consists of three interconnected, five-foot thick concrete tubes.  
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Two of the tubes, each spanning 14 feet across, contain the railway tracks. 

The center tube is designated for emergency vehicles and maintenance crews. 

The tubes are buried an average of 150 feet below the seabed, with some sections reaching a depth 
of 250 feet. 

The tunnel covers a total of 31 miles, 23 underwater. 

Conch “Train” at Key West 
One of the things you will sometimes see at cruise ship ports is “trackless trains for tourists. Both 
locations are on my cruising bucket list. 

Sometimes, they just transfer folks from an industrial berth to where excursion busses or shopping 
is available and sometimes, they serve as port tours. 

 

Trackless “Train” at Tenerife Island 
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Aquarium Virtual Train at Saint Louis Depot 

 

Home Aquarium Train Decorations 
Unlike your old, junked locos, these are fish safe. 
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Real Engines were Lost at Sea off New Jersey 

 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2280832/New-Jerseys-deep-sea-train-graveyard-
Locomotives-lost-1850s-preserved-90-feet-water.html 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2280832/New-Jerseys-deep-sea-train-graveyard-Locomotives-lost-1850s-preserved-90-feet-water.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2280832/New-Jerseys-deep-sea-train-graveyard-Locomotives-lost-1850s-preserved-90-feet-water.html
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Japan’s Undersea Tunnel --- it’s Real 

 

The Seikan Tunnel was opened in March 1988, at a total cost of around US$7 billion (almost 12 
times the original budget).  

It runs for a total length of 33.46 miles, 14.5 miles of which are under the seabed, at a depth of 790 
feet below sea level.  

That makes it the longest tunnel in the world with an undersea section (at 23.5 miles, the Channel 
Tunnel is the longest underwater tunnel in the world, but Seikan is longer overall, and deeper).  

The Seikan Tunnel was the world’s longest railway tunnel until the opening of the Gotthard Base 
Tunnel in Switzerland in December 2016. 

The Hayabusa Shinkansen series, a Japanese bullet train with a top speed of 199 miles per hour, 
has to slow down to 87 miles per hour in the tunnel to avoid disrupting the freight trains.  

At full speed, the wind pressure created when the two trains cross paths could cause the freight 
trains to spill their loads. Ways to manage this situation, and to raise the speed limit, are still being 
investigated. 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/gotthard-base-tunnel
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/gotthard-base-tunnel
https://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/switzerland
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Classics from the Past 

 

1929 Graham-Paige 
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Whatever Floats Your Loco 

 

 

Notes from The Siding 
By John Emmot 

The TECO is history now. I’m tired and I didn’t do near what some folks did. I guess one of the 
biggest impressions I took away was the work and commitment of Mark and Amber. They were they 
on time for the delayed entry on Friday and didn’t let up until after 6PM. That’s not to say that there 
weren’t others who met and exceeded their commitments, but the PPD owes them a BIG thanks for 
their work setting up the largest module layout ever. One set of modules encountered issues beyond 
the owner’s control, but they were delivered and setup with rest. Most of the owners patriciate in the 
setup of their modules, but there is a lot of behind the scenes wiring, control, connecting tracks and 
skirts that also need labor. They exceeded expectations to the great benefit of the Division. Amber 
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also handled the sales of the donated estate that the Division received. They and their family also 
helped with the tear down on Sunday afternoon. All the owners were present and ready for teardown 
and there was great cooperation for all. While we may have got a few minutes head start on the 
disassembly, we were loaded and out the door by 4:30. A very good performance. Kudos to all. The 
other layouts were efficient in the teardown and departure. All the vendors that I talked with reported 
good sales. And on to other favorable news. Elizabeth Maline and Mike Peck should be recognized 
for planning and executing the biggest TECO in recent memory. They handle everything from getting 
the show space, to scheduling the vendors, to setting out the Trainshow signs. While I don’t have 
official numbers, it appears that we got very good attendance for the show. We may have hard 
numbers to report at the meeting. There were several layouts from ‘up north’ to add to the show and 
more total vendors than ever before. We also invited lots of Colorado rail attractions, many of whom 
attended. All and all, it appears to have been a very good weekend. 

Operations on the layout went well. Myron ran a 62-car ore train on Saturday (He also made the 
Local & State section of the Sunday Gazette) and Charles had 70 hoppers in a consist. Mark ran a 
50 plus unit train on Sunday. Plenty of smaller consists filled the rest. Several ‘new purchase’ 
locomotives also got ‘tested’. I don’t know of too many other things to tell this month and David is 
waiting for this to go to press. I’ll try to pick a few pictures and wrap it up.  

Hope to see lots of folks ‘round the roundhouse on Friday. We invited several new folks from the 
show so treat them well if come. 

 

February 2023 Minutes 
Secretary, John Emmot 

The regular monthly meeting was called to order by Superintendent, Wade Mountz at 7:02 in the 
community room of the Sand Creek Police Station. There were 19 members and one visitor present. 
Bill Lugg’s friend, Dana. 

The minutes of the December meeting were approved as published in the Milepost. 

Treasurers Report 
Tony had provided an email update to the officers on activity in the PPD bank account and he 
passed out hard copies at the meeting. The statement covered the income and expenses from 
January. Expenses included a donation to RMRHS, a memorial for Margit Thompson, TECO sales 
table rent and the trailer tag renewal. The missing check for printing was found and cashed, but had 
not yet cleared. The statement was accepted as submitted. Following the report John presented the 
checks for the income from selling the donated train collection at the TECO show. There was a nice 
profit. 

Chairperson Reports 
Elizabeth presented a report on the TECO show on February 4-5. She highlighted that there are more 
vendors and more layouts than any previous TECO show. The show theme was Colorado Rail 
Destinations There was good representation of Colorado rail attractions after special invitations 
were sent to many of them. She said there were 1074 paid admissions and more than 1500 
attendees including kids and participants. She noted the great support from the destinations, 
layouts and YMR. She announced tentative/likely one day outdoor swap meet on September 30 and 
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a joint Rail Fair show in Pueblo with the PMRA in late October. She also said the NMRA table 
reported selling several NMRA memberships. The PPD needs to contact those new folks. 

Wade asked about what activities the PPD wanted to plan for the coming year. 

• John will contact Dusty about a trip to the CRRM in Golden. 

• Elizabeth volunteered to host a Division picnic at their house. 

• Christin will contact the Trinity United Methodist Church about a possible PPD one day swap meet at 
the end of the year. 

Wade noted that Girl Scout cookies were available at this meeting for those who missed the TECO 
show. 

Christin discussed the Police Station’s desire that all drinks be in covered containers. To that end, 
our coffee cups have lids available and soda will be served in cans. Please comply to maintain our 
good relations with our meeting venue. 

Wade had information about the RM Region plan to create a Region polo shirt. They have posted 
info on a website. Wade will provide the link in an email later. 

After a break for refreshments Joe Costa discussed the attributes of the Menards ready built 
structures for many scales of model railroads. He had recently acquired the Rocket Diner in HO 
scale. He also had on display a small strip mall. Both are lighted and included numerous figures and 
interior details. The diner will make simulated smoke from the chimney if you add distilled water to 
the ‘pipe’. He also displayed a set of railroad themed place mats he had found on eBay. 

Program 
John recounted how a Parlor car he had built for the Moffat Road was discovered, after the fact, to 
be incorrect. The car he built had been modified by the railroad when it was reorganized, and his 
model was lettered for the wrong railroad and was much different than in the time he intended to 
model. 

Tony displayed a structure for a Concrete Casting Plant that he had built in 1974 for an early layout. 
He described the modifications and additions he had made to it to use it on his current layout. 

Jack displayed a group of intermodal shipping containers and open flatcar loads that were printed 
from digital files he had bought on-line. They are available in all scales from Digcom Designs. 
(https://www.digcomdesigns.net/) 

Mark related a story of how he made it into a newspaper article when he was 14 years old. His 
mother offered him a train ride in exchange for his good actions. Thus, he was among the 208 
passengers when the first AMTRAK Pioneer Zephyr left the Denver Union Station in 1991. He only 
went as far as Greely to visit his grandmother, but he was mentioned in the newspaper coverage of 
the event. He also had video clips of the last Pioneer in 1997. 

Contest 
The contest was offline structures. Dave Solley had the first and third place entries and Wade had 
the second place. 

Tony conducted the drawing for February’s door prizes. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04. 

https://www.digcomdesigns.net/
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TECO Tidbits 
In my last report, I mentioned that the next TECO event is scheduled for September 30th in the 
Colorado Springs Event Center parking lot. It will be a one-day swap meet from 9 am to 1 pm. 
Details on vendor pricing are not available yet. 

Once again, TECO is honored to support the Pueblo Model Railroad Association. TECO will be a 
partner of the Pueblo Railfair with PMRA. The Pueblo Railfair will once again reside in the Livestock 
Pavilion of the Colorado State Fair Grounds on October 14 & 15, 2023. Stay tuned as more 
information will be coming. 

TECO looks forward to replicating last month’s TECO show next February 3 and 4, 2024! Please 
mark your calendars. 

Elizabeth Maline 
Chairman 
Train Expo Colorado 
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When Reality Mimics a Disaster Movie 
By Joe Costa 

Portions of the Norfolk Southern freight train that derailed are seen in this photo taken a day after the derailment. 

Gene J. Puskar/AP 

CNN —  

Investigators probing the toxic train disaster in East Palestine, Ohio, are reviewing multiple 

videos of the train prior to it derailing. 

One video shows “what appears to be a wheel bearing in the final stage of overheat failure moments 
before the derailment,” the National Transportation Safety Board said in a statement Tuesday. 

“The suspected overheated wheel bearing has been collected and will be examined by engineers 
from the NTSB Materials Laboratory in Washington, D.C,” the statement said. 

The wheelset will undergo a metallurgical examination as part of the overall investigation. 
Investigators will return to complete an examination of the tank cars once they are fully 
decontaminated, the NTSB said. 

Investigators have not yet determined what they believe caused the disaster. Such a determination 
typically takes many months. 

The NTSB said it is reviewing other videos, too, including footage from two local businesses 
reported by local media to show glowing or flames from the train prior to the derailment. 

The agency is also reviewing recording data from the train’s so-called black boxes, including an 
event recorder and image recorders. 

The train carrying hazardous materials, including the toxic chemical vinyl chloride, derailed February 
3, prompting evacuation orders for residents in the village of 5,000 people near the Pennsylvania 
border. 

 

A freight train derailment in Ohio puts US infrastructure back in a bruising 
spotlight. 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/11/health/ohio-train-derailment-white-noise/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/06/politics/ohio-train-derailment-infrastructure-what-matters/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/06/politics/ohio-train-derailment-infrastructure-what-matters/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/06/politics/ohio-train-derailment-infrastructure-what-matters/index.html
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The wreckage burned for days as authorities worried about the possibility of a 
widespread, deadly explosion. But crews managed controlled detonations to 
release the chemical, which can kill quickly at high levels and increase cancer 
risk.  

 

The hazardous substance spilled into a trench, where it was burned away. 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/11/health/ohio-train-derailment-white-noise/index.html 

Railway Age February 16 
Fifty cars of a Norfolk Southern train hauling vinyl chloride and a variety of other freight derailed in 
East Palestine, Ohio late on Feb. 3, causing a massive fire that forced evacuation of a three-square-
mile area. No injuries to crew, residents or first responders were reported. The cause of the 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/11/health/ohio-train-derailment-white-noise/index.html


22. 

accident, which the National Transportation Safety Board says was mechanically related, remains 
under investigation. The train was operating from Madison, Ill., to Conway Yard near Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Service has been fully restored, and NS has established a charitable fund to assist the local 
community. 

In a Feb. 14 Service Advisory, Norfolk Southern said it “is continuing to work with local, state and 
federal leaders and the community affected by the derailment. Additionally, Norfolk Southern would 
like to update our customers on the status of railroad operations. Both main lines were restored to 
service on Feb. 7, after our Engineering team and contractors worked to quickly clear the site and 
lay down new infrastructure. 

Track and Soil Replacement 
Already, 4,600 yards of contaminated soil and 1.1 million gallons of contaminated water have been 
removed, Ohio Governor DeWine said. But he said Norfolk Southern failed to address the 
contaminated soil underneath its tracks before repairing them and running freight again. He said the 
company would have to take the tracks back up and remove the soil. 

Moving toxic waste is one of the things railroads do. Would you want to share the highway with 
fleets of tankers trucks performing that function? 

Derailment Facts and Figures (So Far) 
Following the derailment, NS said 20 of the more than 100 cars on the train were classified as 
carrying hazardous materials. NTSB said 11 pressure tank cars carrying hazardous materials 
derailed, five of which were carrying vinyl chloride. At a Feb. 5 news conference, the NTSB said a 
mechanical problem with a railcar axle caused the derailment. NTSB member Michael Graham said 
the three-member train crew received a detector alert about the mechanical defect “shortly before 
the derailment,” but said the Board was still working to determine which railcar experienced the 
problem. He said investigators identified the exact “point of derailment,” but did not disclose the 
location. 

Railway Age learned that the derailment probably occurred due to a combination of factors and 
unfortunate timing. The train passed a wayside hotbox detector that reported zero defects. Shortly 
after that, a wheel bearing started to overheat, which in turn caused an axle to severely overheat as 
the bearing got hotter. This eventually resulted in an axle failure that, unfortunately, occurred within 
a few moments after the train had passed by a second hotbox detector that flagged the problem, 
alerting the crew. The engineer immediately applied the brakes, but the axle had already failed, and 
the train derailed. 

This shows why respecting railroad right of way is so important. 

This demonstrates why respecting railroad right of way is so important. It is a critical safety buffer. 

Automation vs. Crew Staffing? 
Too early to tell but there will be some lessons learned here. 

CNN —  

When Ben Ratner’s family signed up in 2021 to be extras in the movie “White Noise,” they thought it 
would be a fun distraction from their day-to-day life in blue-collar East Palestine, Ohio. 

Ratner, 37, is in a traffic jam scene, sitting in a line of cars trying to evacuate after a freight train 
collided with a tanker truck, triggering an explosion that fills the air with dangerous toxins. In 

another scene, his father wears a trench coat and hat while people walk across an overpass to get 
out of town. Directors told the group they wanted them to look “forlorn and downtrodden” as they 
escape the environmental disaster. 

The 2022 movie was shot around Ohio and is based on a novel by Don DeLillo. The book was 
published in 1985, shortly after a chemical disaster in Bhopal, India, that killed nearly 4,000 people. 

https://www.netflix.com/title/81317320
http://www.cnn.com/2022/12/29/entertainment/white-noise-revew/index.html
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The book and film follow the fictional Gladney family – a couple and their four kids – as they flee an 
“airborne toxic event” and then return home and try to resume their normal lives. 

Ratner tried to rewatch the movie a few days ago and found that he couldn’t finish it. 

“All of a sudden, it hit too close to home,” he said. 

Pikes Peak “N”Gineers Model Railroad Club 
By Mike Peck 

Superintendent’s Corner 

  
YMR Boxcar race.                                    Estes Valley Z T-TRAK layout 

March already!!! March used to be Kite month due to the warming winds that lasted all month. I still 
remember all the string burns I would get during this season.  

We will be starting some clinics some of the members have requested. We haven’t set a day and 
time for these, so I need to get cracking! After I find my scenery notes back, I’ll have to revise them 
as there are new materials and procedures for doing scenery. We will be addressing the clinics to T-
TRAK modules. Check out the T-TRAK modules by the Estes Valley T-TRAKers below.  

     
Notice how they filled all the space on the modules. When I first learned how to do scenery the first 
thing I was told “ADD MORE JUNK”, in other words don’t make it look pristine. If you have a junk box 
like I do go through it occasionally to see if you have something that might make a discussion piece. 
Part of a broken car weathered up a little and placed along the track as an old wreck. Now you must 
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make up a story to go with the wreck. The best advice I can give is have fun doing your scenery, it 
doesn’t have to be perfect, there are no mistakes in scenery just new presentations.  

Garden City Boot Hill Show 
On Friday March 10 those of us going to Garden City will leave Colorado Springs around 8am and 
head to Rocky Ford to have breakfast at Christine’s. Mary & I will swing by Earl’s house and pick him 
up and we’ll meet the group at Christine’s. From Rocky Ford we’ll head to Garden City unless we see 
some rail action we must stop and photograph along the way. We’ll check in at our hotel and then 
go over to the fair grounds to set up. Hopefully the Boot Hill groups will be serving pizza while we 
set up. This will be our first year in Garden City without our friend Henry Turner. 

TCA Show 
A group of PPNG members will be attending the TCA show to set up the T-TRAK layout and a sales 
table or two. I’m hoping to move some of the Japanese trains the club has. We’ll have to work out a 
schedule of working and playing depending on where the sales tables and layout tables are located. 
We will be setting it up on Friday March 31 when we get there. 

Editor’s Notes 
John has been busy sending me photos of happenings around the county, enjoy the photos. 
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As you can see in the two cat photos above, your feline friends get involved with your hobby or 
workplace. What is there about wiring that cats and dogs like to chew on? 

    
A comparison of our modules and Estes Valley modules. 

Granted, we have not finished doing scenery, but you get the idea of there is never enough scenery 
on a module. Even on the MTL we would find something to add to a module or two all the time, the 
scenery is never ever finished.  

The Lighter Rail 
By Kristin Phillips 

It’s St Patrick’s Day and it’s time for the wearing of the green. Well, maybe. I thought trains with 
green livery would abound only to find out that the vision of green British train has gone by the 
wayside. Here is a sample of some that exist. Many railroads switched over to deep tones of blue 
and maroon and cream. However, there are some out there. We have an American engine as well. 

Britain—Southern to Southern 
MARTIN LOVELL looks back at the evolution of Southern liveries in Britain. 
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In 1923, all of the smaller railway companies were consolidated into the 'Big-Four', namely Southern 
Railway, London Northeastern Railway, London Midland and Scottish Railway, and Great Western 
Railway. 

 

Maunsell Green U-Class 1638 at the Bluebell Railway. 

The Locomotives and rolling stock were painted in the company's own liveries - all of which will be 
well known to long-time enthusiasts - but to recap, Southern engines were usually green. The shade 
of green depended on the chief mechanical engineer at the time. From formation of the company 
until 1927 it was Richard Maunsell and he favored an Olive green. Between 1937 and nationalization 
in 1948, Oliver Bulleid changed the main locomotive color to a bright Malachite green. Locomotives 
serviced during the Second World War were repainted black due to scarcity of paint. 

 

Schools Class 'Cheltenham' in Malachite Green. 

Coaching stock was also green, with older Maunsell Green coaches repainted Malachite if 
appropriate (or possible!) The exception was Pullman-liveried coaches, as used on the 
classic express trains such as the Brighton Belle, Devon Belle, and Atlantic Coast Express. 

Freight stock was generally brown or grey, depending on if the wagon was fitted with 
vacuum braking or not. 

 

Bachmann 2-Car DMU in Southern Green. 

https://www.gaugemasterretail.com/magento/catalogsearch/result/?q=Maunsell+Green
https://www.gaugemasterretail.com/magento/catalogsearch/result/?q=Malachite+Green
https://www.gaugemasterretail.com/magento/categories/model-railway-coaches.html?cat=457&region=917
https://www.gaugemasterretail.com/magento/catalogsearch/result/?q=Brighton+Belle
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The Green livery was also applied to Southern Electric stock, as the Southern was by far the largest 
user of Electric multiple units in the country with a light olive livery with full lining to start with, then a 
plainer, darker olive. 

In 1948, the Big 4 were amalgamated into British Railways and for a while it looked as though one 
livery would be applied to all regional stock: for example, Crimson and Cream coaches and black 
Locomotives. What happened was each region seemed to go its own way, with the Western Region 
keeping its brown and cream coach livery, and Southern region sticking to green. 

In 1965 Rail Blue was chosen for locomotives and stock, so many of the green multiple units ended 
up in blue with yellow ends (except for the Brighton Belle which was still in Pullman livery) and 
finally to BR blue and grey in the early 1970s. 

 

Two Class 309s, one in NSE 'Toothpaste' and the other in 'Jaffa Cake'. 

From the 1980s onwards the railways were sectorized and privatized. Before the iconic (for one who 
lives round here - Ed) "Toothpaste" livery of Network SouthEast came into being, there was the short-
lived and barely used "Jaffa Cake" livery. 

 

Two Class 309s, one in NSE 'Toothpaste' and the other in 'Jaffa Cake'. 

With privatization in 1996, the Southern region was split into different operators. With the taking 
over of the railway by Govia in 2003 the current Southern livery was applied in 2004 and has 
remained the same to this day. 

https://www.gaugemasterretail.com/magento/catalogsearch/result/index/?operator=1788&q=Network+SouthEast


28. 

The United States—Burlington Northern 

 

Formed from a merger between four major railroads (the Great Northern Railroad, Northern Pacific 
Railway, Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railway and the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad), the 
all-over green of Burlington Northern I recall polarized many when it was launched in 1970. However, 
I remember well seeing BN locomotives moseying around downtown Seattle in around 1999, and I 
thought they were quite catch. Indeed, it’s quite a bland color due to its lack of other features, but at 
the same time it is very striking, you wouldn’t miss it. (By The-Transport-Guild—Top 20 best 
American Railroad Liveries). 

 

 

Classified Ads 
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We Sell-Buy-Trade Model Trains all Scales 
Be buy collections large & small 

New Address, New Expanded Store 

Chapel Hills Mall 
1710 Briargate Blvd Suite #500 

Colorado Springs, CO 80920 
2nd Floor above Dick's - Follow the Signs 

Hours of Operation 
Mon-Fri 1-6pm Sat 1-5pm Sun 1-4pm 

 

Visit Roy’s Model Trains website 
http://roysmodeltrains.com/ 

Email: aviationhistory@comcast.net 
Phone: 719-728-0503 Leave a Message 

COME VISIT US SOON!! 
Watch for monthly Swap Meets 

 

http://roysmodeltrains.com/
mailto:aviationhistory@comcast.net?subject=Contact

