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The Milepost is published monthly and is the official newsletter of 
the Pikes Peak Division, of the Rocky Mountain Region, of the Na-
tional Model Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually held 
on the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police Sta-
tion, 4125 Center Park Drive (southeast of the intersection of Foun-
tain and Academy), Colorado Springs, Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please 
come to one of our meetings — we’d love to meet you. All scales are 
welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap meets, train 
shows, and many other model railroad activities.
	 All content of this journal is copyrighted to its respective 
owner unless otherwise noted. Please do not use content from this 
newsletter without explicit, case-by-case permission.

OCTOBER 2015: Bob Binder will have a presentation that in-
volves weathering without an airbrush.

NOVEMBER 2015: Alan Hutchins is planning a presentation 
called, Train Story — planning to run about 45 minutes.

DECEMBER 2015: No presentation — Christmas party.
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The meeting was called to order by Superintendent, Wade Mountz, 
on Friday, September 11th, 2015, at the Sand Creek Police Station, 
4125 Center Park Drive (southeast of the intersection of Fountain 
and Academy), Colorado Springs, Colorado, at 7:10 PM. There 
were 31 people in attendance; one new visitor, Marty Kell — mod-
els HO-scale, working on second layout, diesel era.
	 The minutes for the August 2015 meeting were approved 
as written in The Milepost. Frank Pareso gave the Treasurer’s report.
	 There was no old business to be resolved.
	 Dusty Thompson gave an update on the upcoming divi-
sion train show for October 17, 2015. Table sales are going well — 
at least 20 so far. There was a discussion about advertisements for 
the show, fliers, Internet ads, NMRA magazine, and placing signs 
around town. See the Insert Section for the flier on this show. The 
show is October 17th, 2015 with setup the day before at 6:30 PM.
	 Andy Buco gave information concerning the most recent 
TECO show. Light attendance — didn’t have final numbers yet. 
There was discussion about setting dates for next year. Youth In 
Model Railroading and the Colorado Southern layout were not at 
the last show.
	 Words of thanks concerning the last home layout tours. 
Generally, people thought it was a good show this year.
	 Mike Maline gave updated and detailed information con-
cerning the rail yard tour at Fort Carson coming up. An e-mail will 
be sent out to members with the information presented.
	 Jerry Drews talked about the next upcoming Youth In 
Model Railroading — see flier in the Inserts Section.
	 Charles Marchbanks reports that we have programs for our 
meetings for the rest of the year. Any additional programs will have 
to be in 2016.
	 James Patterson reports the website is up and running with 
some new updates.	
	 John Emmot said he still needs volunteers with modules 
for setup at the upcoming swap meet show on October 17th. The 
layout will be a maximum of 32' and a minimum of 24'. John also 
discussed possibility of running at an upcoming shown in Woodland 
Park, Colorado.
	 Tonight’s contest is Scratch-Built Structure. There are 
enough entries to have a valid contest — voting during the break.
	 Meeting break.
	 Raffle drawing was held.
	 Contest winners were awarded.
	 Ulrich Bernsmann gave a presentation on FREMO mod-
ules in Germany using Gauge 1 (1:32 scale), modeling  from 1945 
through the mid-1960’s.
	 The meeting ended at 8:51 PM. The next meeting will be 
Friday, October 9th, 2015.
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September 2015
Meeting Minutes

The last meeting was on Friday, September 11th, 2015.

Local Model Rail-
road Hobby Shops

Ulrich Bernsmann giving a presentation on FREMO modules used 
in Germany — Gauge 1 (1:32 scale).

http://www.caboosehobbies.com/
http://www.customrailwaysupply.com/
http://www.sunbirdtrainmart.com/
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This monthly column lists model railroad, and railroad, events in the 
Pikes Peak region, the state of Colorado, and neighboring states. If 
you know of a railroad-related event that can be added to this listing, 
please e-mail them to the editor (midnightriver@ymail.com). Please 
note that dates and times sometimes change, so please check this 
column each month for the latest information. Starting this month, 
a “new” graphic will be added to those events that have been newly 
added from the previous month’s column. For more information on 
a particular event, click on the blue underlined text to jump out to 
the Internet for the relevant website (not all events have a link).

OCTOBER 2015
	 9	�������������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 10-11	������CTTG Public Model Train Auction. Denver, Colo-

rado. See flier in Inserts Section.
	 17	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 17	������������PPD-NMRA Swap Meet (Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 701 N. 20th Street, Colorado Springs).

	 17-18	������Western Kansas Train Show. In Hays, Kansas. 
Please see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 22	����������� Pikemasters event; run your own train on their HO 
layout. See flyer in the Inserts Section for address 
and contact information.

	 31	����������� Halloween.

NOVEMBER 2015
	 7-8	����������Slim Rail Exposition and Swap Meet. Ute Pass 

Cultural Center, Woodland Park, Colorado. See 
advertisement in the Inserts Section.

	 13	�����������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 
Police Station).

	 21	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 21-22	������ Rio Grande Division 6 Model Train Show. Albu-
querque, New Mexico. See flier in Inserts Section.

	 26	����������� Thanksgiving Day.
DECEMBER 2015
	 4-6	����������TECO Show (see flyer in the Inserts Section).
	 11	�����������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 11-13	������Boulder Model Railroad Club Train Show. Runs 

each day 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Boulder County 
Fair Grounds, Longmont, Colorado. Also see flyer 
in the Inserts Section.

	 12-13	������Rocky Mountain Train Show. Denver Mart, in 
Denver, Colorado.

	 19-20	������Pikemaster Model Railroad Club Open House (see 
updated flyer in the Inserts Section).

	 19	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Upcoming Events
Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 24-25	������ Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
	 26-27	������Pikemaster Model Railroad Club Open House (see 

updated flyer in the Inserts Section).
	 31	����������� New Year’s Eve.

JANUARY 2016
	 1	�������������New Year’s Day.
	 8	�������������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 16	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 28	����������� Pikemasters event; run your own train on their HO 
layout. See flyer in the Inserts Section for address 
and contact information.

FEBRUARY 2016
	 12	�����������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 13-14	������“Rails In The Rockies” Model Railroad Show in 

Estes Park, Colorado.
	 14	������������Valentine’s Day.
	 20	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 25	����������� Pikemasters event; run your own train on their HO 
layout. See flyer in the Inserts Section for address 
and contact information.

MARCH 2016
	 11	�����������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 17	������������Saint Patrick’s Day.
	 19	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 24	����������� Pikemasters event; run your own train on their HO 
layout. See flyer in the Inserts Section for address 
and contact information.

APRIL 2016
	 1	�������������April Fool’s Day.
	 8	�������������PPD-NMRA Monthly Meeting (7 PM, Sand Creek 

Police Station).
	 16	�����������Youth In Model Railroading (9 AM, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pikes Peak/Institute, see the 
website for more info: http://www.ymr-online.org/.
Also see flier in the Inserts Section.

	 28	����������� Pikemasters event; run your own train on their HO 
layout. See flyer in the Inserts Section for address 
and contact information.

http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.bouldermodelrailroadclub.org/
http://rockymountaintrainshow.com/
http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.estesvalleymodelrailroaders.org/rails.htm
http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.ymr-online.org/
http://www.ymr-online.org/
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September’s contest was Scratch-Built Structure. The models that 
were entered are shown below.

September 2015
Contest Entries

Robert Allen won 1st-place with this scratch-built, HO-scale depot  
from the Santa Cruz, Garfield Park, & Capitola Electric Railway. The 
original Vue de L’eau depot existed from 1891-1925. Robert used a 
plan that was printed in the March-April 2007 issue of The Narrow 
Gauge And Shortline Gazette. Parts included: Grandt Line doors 
and windows; 1/32", 1/16", and 1/8" basswood scribed siding; var-
ious strip wood; Central Valley steps and ladders (split ladder for 
roof iron work); Master Creations French diamond shingles; Hobby 
Lobby jewelry findings (black nickel 2" headpin and Filigree bell 
cap for lightning rod); scrap from wife’s scrap booking fancy cor-
ner trimmer for corbels; Cracker Barrel fancy toothpicks; several 
different colors of paint (Floquil depot buff, Folk Art brown, Rattle 
Can brown, Folk Art true burgundy, Testors green and black, and 
Watco dark walnut stain); thread; and card stock.

Dennis Snyder won 2nd-place with this HO-scale, scratch-built yard 
office. It includes scale bass wood and balsa. Interior lights are in-
dividual LEDs cut from LED “rope”. Commercial castings were used 
for the furniture, light fixture, and equipment. Dennis reports that 
this is a nostalgic second build of this office. The first time he built 
this building, back in 1958, he used plain balsa sheeting scribed 
with a knife. Strip wood was cut from sheets to make moldings, 
window frames, and mullions. He has learned a lot since then. This 
second build was much easier and better with today’s materials.

Dennis Snyder had the 1950’s era article from Model Railroader 
magazine that he used in building his model.

Robert Allen used plans from the March-April 2007 issue of The 
Narrow Gauge And Shortline Gazette magazine and a prototype 
photograph of the depot to make his model. 

Wade Mountz won 3rd-place with this detailed, HO-scale, railroad, 
freight station kit.

Contest entries are submitted and judged at each monthly meeting 
based on the schedule below. There must be at least three entries 
for there to be a contest to be judged.

October. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Weathered Diesel Engine.
November. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Kit-Built M.O.W. Equipment.
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     No contest (Christmas party).

Contest Schedule
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	 Time flies when you are visiting 12" to the foot rail yards.  
Once again, meeting week has snuck up on me. On a recent Wednes-
day (September 23rd) the Colorado Springs railroad community 
gathered to see an old friend off on a new journey. The Denver & 
Rio Grande locomotive 168 from Antlers Park departed for Antoni-
to, Colorado, to be rebuilt to run on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad. We all look forward to seeing and experiencing her in ac-
tion again. Then a pretty good group of PPDers spent a Saturday 
morning (September 26th) taking in Mike Maline’s train set at Fort 
Carson. Thanks to Mike and his crew for the tour.
	 The fire closest to our foot is the Division swap meet on 
October 17th. This is a one day show at the church off Uintah Street 
[see flier in the Inserts Section]. We expect to setup the layout on 
Friday evening before the show at 6:30 PM according to the last 
meeting. The Saturday show is open to the public from 9:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM. We will tear down immediately after. The space al-
lows a 32' maximum length of an oval layout. The following folks 
have agreed to bring modules: Marchbanks-12', Costa-12', Vade 
Bon Couer-4', Patterson-8', and Buco-12'. I’ll plan to have a sign up 
sheet for running trains with DC or DCC at the meeting. You don’t 
have to have a module to run trains. Even with this small layout, we 
welcome help for the setup.
	 Following that, the PPD will have a small dog bone layout 
at the Slim Rail’s two-day show in Woodland Park, November 7th 
& 8th [see advertisement in the Inserts Section]. Andy Buco and Joe 
Costa will provide modules between the ends. Again, extra help and 
support are welcome and expected. Try to get your “kitchen pass” 
for at least one of the days. We’ll work out the details for this setup 
as we get more info. Let me know if you would like to run trains.  
	 And heads up for the three day TECO show 4-5-6 Decem-
ber. This show is open on Friday evening as well as Saturday and 
Sunday. We will still plan to setup a boomerang layout on Friday.
	 See you Friday evening. Make sure to tell your friends 
about the Division swap meet.
	 Here are some photos I took of 168 and at the Fort Carson 
Army Base Railroad.

Modular
Musings

By John Emmot, Chairman of Module Group

John
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Work Train South Of Van Briggle Pottery
	 Back in July, I saw a Herzog work train with a traveling 
crane on it (known as a slot train) over near the old Van Briggle 
Pottery shops in Colorado Springs (near Uintah/I-25). There are 
hinged rail sections between the railcars. The lighting is not the best 
because we were shooting into the sunlight. Below are some of the 
photographs I snapped.
	 I found some YouTube videos on the Internet of this train 
as well. Click this link for a video of this train. The sidebar for this 
video should have other Herzog train video links as well.

Fort Carson Army Base Railroad Engine Test
	 It’s kind of cool being the one on the engine waving at the 
pedestrians. The photograph below is shot from my video. I wasn’t 
ambitious enough to hold on to the rail while taking the video with 
my camera to switch to taking snapshots. This is the bridge over 
Fountain Creek and Fountain Creek Trail.

Riding Illinois Central’s City Of New Orleans In Colorado
	 I haven’t been to Alamosa, Colorado since the depot was 
renovated. The old building where I had bought tickets on my last 
ride on the Rio Grande Scenic Railroad (a subsidiary of the San Luis 
& Rio Grande Railroad) is now the office for Habitat for Humanity.
	 We were very surprised that we would be riding on the old 
Illinois Central Railroad’s City Of New Orleans passenger railcars. 
This was a train Kristin used to ride back in Chicago.
	 A pair of GP-40s pulled a long train up to Fir, Colorado for 
a Beatles tribute concert. The excursion train that wen to La Veta, 
Colorado was only a couple of passenger cars. Despite a few rain-
drops, the weather was perfect. Fir has its own weather station.

Joe’s
Railroad Notes

By Joe Costa

{ Continued on next page... }

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZYP3h-GN88


{ Continued from previous page... }
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Where Am I?
By Jeff Cahill

Hello Pikes Peak Division! Jean and I took a short anniversary stay-
cation last month and I wanted to share a couple photos from our 
trip. Can you guess where we are? No zooming! The lucky winners 
(know-it-alls) will be overflowing with satisfaction that they are 
very knowledgeable in Colorado railroading! 
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I hope everyone who attended the engine house and rail yard tour of 
the Fort Carson Army Base Railroad had fun. With the heightened 
security because of terrorism, events like this, in my opinion, are 
in the category of being once-in-a-lifetime. Special thanks to Mike 
Maline and his staff for taking time organizing and presenting this 
event — it was a lot of fun. The Army has a great railroad asset 
down there at Fort Carson. I included some of the photographs I 
snapped at this event — other photographs from the event are in 
other columns in this newsletter.

	 On Page #7 and #8, we are starting a new column for Joe 
Costa. Joe hands in also sorts of tidbits and goodies on railroad 
events and news that he and Kristin see on their travels. I hope ev-
eryone enjoys the articles he presents.

Murdock’s Siding
By Michael Murdock, Editor of The Milepost.

Michael

A GP-10 locomotive, USAX-4611, ready for work at Fort Carson.

A panoramic view inside the engine house.

The PPD group at the Fort Carson rail yards.Real engine houses have a model railroad layout in them!

While nobody was watching, Wade took one of the GP units out for 
a spin down to Pueblo and back! (Just kidding!)
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INSERTS
SECTION

The following pages are fliers and pamphlets for Pikes Peak Region clubs and statewide 
(and some neighboring states) model railroad events. If you would like to have a flier 
added, please contact the editor of this newsletter.




























