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The Milepost, Volume 42, Number 9, September 2022, is published monthly, as an
electronic document (Adobe PDF file), by, and under the authority of, the Pikes Peak
Division (Rocky Mountain Region), of the National Model Railroad Association. Our
meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police
Station, 950 Academy Park Loop (northeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy),
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We would
love to meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap meets, train shows, and other model
railroads (and railroad) activities. All content in this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner unless otherwise noted.
Please do not use content from this newsletter in other publications, newspapers, magazines, books, websites, etcetera,
without explicit case-by-case permission. The editor of The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the e-mail
address of: dave@bristow-family.org Thank you.

Next Meeting on Friday, September 9
Our meeting will be held at: The Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy Park Loop (northeast of
the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, Colorado
Be sure to check out the Rocky Mountain NMRA Callboard: https://www.rmrnmra.org/callboard.htm

Editor’s Thoughts
Last month I had mentioned I was considering a helix addition to my layout to support two levels. At
the last PPD meeting I was fortunate to strike up a conversation with John Emmot and Jack Sousa.
One of them suggested that instead of a helix one could use an elevator. I hadn't given that much
thought beforehand, but I didn't think it would be something I'd want to incorporate. Granted it might
certainly would use a lot less space and might be simpler to construct. In the end it doesn't really
appeal to me as I don't see how it would allow for continuous running trains and I'm not convinced it
works well if one has trains of a dozen or so cars in a consist. John's recommendation was to us a
track laying guide to ensure the smooth curve of the track, as he pointed out the slightest kink will
cause derailment inside the helix. Jack's recommendation was to use the largest possible radius as
the bigger the radius the lesser the grade. Both great recommendations!
I'm not sure if there are other modelers that switch from one project to another and find that some
projects take a fair amount of calendar time. I had to admit that I find there's always something new
I'd like to start a project for. One I've gotten three cars completed is the center beam flatcars project
I mentioned a back in March. I've written a detail article on how I built them in this Milepost.
Another project I have on again off again, love hate relationship with is software development. Every
now and then Github where I've stored my source, is either kind enough or sadistic enough to let me
know that there are security issues. 99% of the issues raised are due to packages I've used to build
my applications. Recently I've been seeing more and more, so I decided to switch a key component
and upgrade the main framework from Vue v2 to Vue v3. The authors of v3 didn't provide for a
simple migration path thus causing a significant rewrite. The good news is I have not encountered
any security issues, the bad news is it has taken longer to rewrite. I'm 95% complete on the rewrite
of my RFID Manger application. For those who create or have created software you'll recognize that
the last 5% takes 95% of the total effort! But in this case I’m an optimist and hope to have a
reasonably working application in the next couple of weeks.

Conductor’s Corner
Another summer has past us. Although you may be sweating, Summer is coming to another end.
The three things that I wanted to get don before September are done. The layout tour featured five
very great layouts to look at and get ideas from. The picnic was GREAT again - as per usual thanks
to both Elizabeth and Mike (+ their cat and 2 dogs). For anyone who has not yet been to the Greeley
railroad museum, you missed one of the best model railroad layouts in the nation. I enjoy going up
there as often as I can.
But that is now history - our current activities include our friends from TECO and their upcoming
show THIS month. If you haven't yet let Elizabeth know how you can volunteer and help - get on the
stick and let her know how you can be a part of our division’s "active" members. We have more than
enough "inactive members". Help make our division stronger with your help.
October brings us the Pueblo Rail Fair. This has always been a good show with lots of special
things you might not see here in town or up in Denver. Plan on going to that show also since TECO
is part of that show to.
Wade Mountz
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Pikes Peak NMRA Division
By Elizabeth Maline
Twenty-four railroaders attended the 2022 annual picnic for the Pike Peak Division at the Maline
Casa in Falcon on Saturday, July 30th. The weather could not have been more cooperative for this
year's outdoor event with a gentle breeze, temperatures in the low 80s, and plenty of shade from the
canopies and trees.
The Maline's prepared a hot dog and burger bar with all the accompanying toppings you could want.
Members brought tasty side dishes such as Audrey Solly's lush green (healthy) salad, Jack Sousa
and Charlotte Mountz each brought their unique recipes of beans, accompanied by Kristin Phillips's
deviled eggs. Also on the menu were a deli potato salad, a fruit tray, sliced watermelon from the
Peck's, a veggie tray, Bill Lugg's pumpkin pie, John Emmot's brownies, Jennifer Wilson's berrytopped cookies, and chips and dips to feed an army. Nobody went hungry!
Many guests contributed to the silent auction, which accompanied the food and camaraderie. Here
Kristin Phillips and Dave Solly pow-wow over an item on the auction table while Wade Mountz and

Ken Rambo are in deep discussion over the relative value of another item. The silent auction netted
$82.50 for the division. The items not bid upon were donated to the division's monthly meeting door
prizes.
Thank you to everyone that contributed food, time, and effort to make this year's annual picnic a
successful event!
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Drawing Prizes Preview
By Tony Pawlicki
A “teaser” preview of some of the prizes that will be available at the drawing during intermission at
the September 2022 Pikes Peak Division NMRA meeting. The idea is to entice more members to
our meetings.

(Some of) What Will Be On Offer At The September Meeting
GULF Oil 40’ tank car GATX 2600. An Athearn HO scale blue box model. One of Mr. Lugg’s
donations. (Twin to GATX 2605, previewed in June and drawn for in August.)
•

As received:
•
•

•

Plastic couplers.
Plastic wheelsets.

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kadee #5 couplers.
Weathered trucks and weathered Kadee 33” wheelsets with metal wheels.
Super-glued platform railings (a weak point in the factory model – the friction fits (stanchion-torailing, railing-to-platform) rarely hold up, especially in TECO train show service).
TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers.
Added cut levers and associated brackets [see details below].
NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI placards).

DOW Chemical 40’ tank car DOWX 38374. An Athearn HO scale blue box model. One of Mr. Lugg’s
donations.
•

As received:
•
•
•

•

Kadee #5 couplers.
Plastic wheelsets.
Missing two stirrup steps.

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weathered trucks and weathered Kadee 33” wheelsets with metal wheels.
Super-glued platform railings (a weak point in the factory model – the friction fits (stanchion-torailing, railing-to-platform) rarely hold up, especially in TECO train show service).
Replaced two missing stirrup steps with A-Line formed bronze Style “A” stirrup steps.
TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers.
Added cut levers and associated brackets.
NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI placards).
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SP 1652, HO scale, bay-window caboose. An Athearn HO scale blue box model. One of Mr. Lugg’s
donations.
•

As received:
•
•
•

•

Added goodies:
•
•
•
•

•

Kadee #5 couplers.
Cast metal sprung arch bar caboose trucks (brass leaf springs) – maybe a collector’s item, as
they are not Kadee and are not found in an Internet search. Awesome pieces of work! (See detail
photo.)
Metal wheelsets.
Polished wheel treads.
Weathered wheelsets.
Cut levers and associated brackets.
TECO-toughened coupler pockets with 1-72 brass machine screws for pivots to retain coupler box
covers.

NO modern era features (such as AEI transponders, Consolidated Stencils, ACI plates, removed roof
walks and removed end ladders).

CUT LEVER AND BRACKETS DETAILS: Since several recent prizes have been the old Athearn Blue
Box 40-foot chemical or petroleum products tank cars, I thought I’d show the standardized scheme
for adding those details to this model (see the detail photo). NOTE: The many “wait for the glue to
dry” steps make this process better suited to batch processing, working on many models in parallel,
as when upgrading a fleet. If you rush things, on the principle of “that ought to be long enough, darn
it,” Murphy will get you (guess how I learned this).
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The inside support for the cut lever is just an 18-mil hole drilled through the (handy! Thanks, Irv
Athearn!) flange at the end of the coupler pocket cover.
The outside support for the cut lever is a Detail Associates formed wire eye bolt, part #2206.
Mounting it is the trick.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Cut an 1/8” length of Evergreen styrene 5/32” channel (part #265).
Trim one flange off.
Drill an 18-mil hole through the remaining flange, roughly centered (no need to be very precise here).
Because the end strut (that braces the walkway) offers too little gluing area by itself, a 40-mil-square
(or whatever else is handy) scrap of styrene is added behind the strut using Plastruct Bondene solvent
cement. (Annoying step: WAIT for the joint to set solid: hours, so go do something else like work on
the other end of the car, have lunch, read Model Railroader, et cetera).
Trim the scrap to match the strut.
Using Bondene solvent cement attach the 1/8” length of Evergreen styrene 5/32” channel with the
remaining flange facing down and away from the car (WAIT for the joint to set solid).
Super-glue the eye bolt into the hole in the remaining flange (the long shank provides enough gluing
surface for the joint to have adequate strength; WAIT for the joint to set solid).

Cut lever:
•
•
•
•

Bend the cut lever from 12.5 mil bronze wire (Tichy Train Group part #1106).
Thread it through the eye bolt, then insert the end through the coupler pocket flange, leaving a little
protruding below the coupler.
Bend the protruding wire down below the coupler enough to leave adequate clearance for the coupler
to move freely.
Super-glue the end to the coupler pocket cover (here you must be careful to not use so much superglue that it spills over onto the coupler shank; ask me how I discovered the need for such care). WAIT
for the joint to set solid.

Finish: Paint all the parts flat black or any other flat color(s) of your choice. (And now, you knew
this was coming, WAIT for the paint to dry.)

September Wavy Rails
By Joe Costa

Alaska Railroad Update
Of course, railroads are not the ONLY reason to go up to Alaska but ….Heading off the ship in
Ketchikan, we were surprised by what we saw where our ship moored:
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I said to myself, “Self, those look like a string of boxcars.”
Inside the port building where these cars were put to more mundane use.

Back in the day, rail barges came up from Canada to load and unload freight. The town, like Juneau,
had no connection to the interior.
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This is a picture from the following link of boxcars carrying pulp from and supplies to the port
between Ketchikan and Rupert, BC in the 50s.

http://www.sitnews.us/Kiffer/KetchikanRailroads/122716_ketchikan_railroads.html

White Pass and Yukon Railroad
This narrow-gauge tourist railroad is the main reason we came to Alaska. Skagway is one of the
few ports that connects to Canada by road and railroad. But there is a problem (which fortunately
did not affect us):
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This is the long pier where the train pulls up right next to big ships like the Princess ships to load
and unload passengers. Those rocks that you see were traditionally painted with graffiti on each
ship’s maiden visit. There have been multiple landslides this year resulting in the cancellation of
cruise ship visits to the port. The White Pass and Yukon and the city have been studying the
problem and hope to come up with a solution during the off season. Our smaller NCL ship had a
safe mooring location across the channel.
Due to glacial rebound that has been going on since the end of the Ice Age, permafrost issues, etc.,
Alaska has geologic stability issues.
We got on the train and came across multiple trains at the passing tracks along the way.
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We had a pretty new engine like this one:

One of the things that the White Pass Railroad does is cross the border. It used to have folks ride
across the border on the train and then take the bus by road back to Skagway or vice versa. This
train and bus shuffle was a pain in the neck for the Railroad. Three years back they built a loop
around the lake crossing the border making it train all the way. This is the building on the border.
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Anyone entering Canada is painfully aware of the Arrive Can app required for entering Canada. If no
one gets off or on the train as it loops through Canada and a form is turned in at this outpost
everyone is happy
Here is a picture from Cruise Maven showing the new bridges bypassing an earlier bridge:

In the future, once the border issues caused by covid are resolved, longer runs into the Yukon,
Carcross and Fraser, will hopefully return.

Riding the Alaska Railroad
We got to ride on two segments of the Alaska Railroad from Anchorage to Talkeetna and Denali to
Fairbanks on special Wilderness Express cars.
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This is the upper-level view:

Interior view of the dining room level:
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We got off the train for an overnight stay in the area.
Typically, passenger trains run during the day and freight trains run at night. We had an awkward
twenty-minute wait at the entrance to Denali National Park when we had to wait on a parked freight
train blocking the one and only road.
After the park visit, we rode the train to Fairbanks.
North of the park there used to be three tunnels which constantly had erosion issues and eventually
had their roofs removed.
We saw rafters in the Nenana River on our way north.
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For more info on the Alaska Railroad: https://www.alaskatrain.com/information/history.html
For more info on these “ultradomes”: http://www.trainweb.org/ultradomes/rcix/1002.html
On our visit to Gold Dredge 8 near Fairbanks we passed under an above ground section of the
Alyeska Pipeline and got to ride a replica of the narrow-gauge Tanana Railroad:

From the Gold Dredge 8 Nugget News
The Tanana Valley Railroad served over two dozen gold camps scattered throughout Interior Alaska.
It was a narrow-gauge system which carried freight from the steamboat port of Chena, on the
Tanana River to the camps. It also carried gold-bearing ore from many of the hard rock mines to a
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stamp mill at Chena for processing. Today the successor to the Tanana Valley Railroad is the
Alaska Railroad, which was built by the U.S. Government in the 1920s. It was transferred to the State
of Alaska in 1985 and provides freight and passenger service from the coastal towns of Seward and
Whittier to Fairbanks and Denali.
We did not have a chance to visit Pioneer Park in Fairbanks to ride the little railroad there --- we
opted for the paddlewheel boat ride on the nearby river which was well worth it.

Warning to Cruisers about Railroads
Kristin and I booked our railroad excursions early and our cruise ship was only at half capacity. Our
travelling friends were not able to book on the Skagway Railroad. Hotels along the Alaska Railroad
were having the same kind of problems as the lower 48 with staffing issues. People who waited too
long before trying to book a cruise/land tour combination were not able to secure the land portion. It
is lame to cruise to or from Alaska without doing the train ride to the interior either before or after a
cruise.
Many folks who work in the cruise industry are summertime only up from the lower 48.

Notes from The Siding
By John Emmot
Another month, another Social Security check. Or something like that. I’m still here and still doing,
albeit slowly. The meeting is at the police station, but both the Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendent have informed us that they will not be at the meeting. I guess Tony and I will have to
flip a coin to see who presides (I hope he wins).
Beyond that, this is TECO month in Colorado Springs. We will be back in the Event Center for the 17 th
and 18th. It will be an interesting show this time. Mike Peck will not be in attendance, so the vendors
will have deal with new blood. (we hope none is spilled) We will miss the SlimRail HOn3 due to
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personnel absence. On the other hand, Ed Dickins from the UP-steam program has agreed to appear
both days and this will be the first TECO run for Gordon Preller’s new N scale layout that was
featured in the Gazette article awhile back. Either one is worth the price of admission, and both
together is priceless. Most of the usual suspects will be there and the Youth in Model Railroading is
planning to debut a new boxcar racetrack. If you know of the Scouts Pinewood Derby, this should be
twice as much fun on two rails. I don’t have all the details yet, but if your child would like to tweak an
HO boxcar for free rolling, bring it along. Or buy a contender from one of the vendors at the show. It
looks like the PPD will have another large setup if everyone who replied can make it. I have also
heard that there may be some new players on the layout scene. If anyone knows of a layout that
would like some big-time exposure, give me a call.
Wade finally got his Division trip to Greely last month. About 10 members showed up. As the only
first timer, I got to see lots of new stuff. It is a very well-planned layout. It was ‘extreme consist’ day,
so we got to see an 84-car tank car train and about that number of CSUX coal loads headed for
Martin Drake. Something that will never happen again in real life.
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Saturday was a workday at the Calhan depot. A few diehard workers showed up and the first new
roof decking boards were put in place. Not many, but a start. The cast iron stove for the wooden
caboose is painted and nearly ready to occupy a spot inside.

The Granby caboose model is nearly finished. Just when I thought I had some breathing room, I was
asked to write an article for the Moffat magazine about how it did it. It too will be complete shortly.
When I printed these decals, I also did the gold numbers for my new Moffat parlor car, the 800. It
also is declared ‘done’.
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I guess that ‘runs me down’ for now. I’ll probably think of something else after its gone, but……
Hope to see a good group ‘round the roundhouse on Friday. I believe Joe and Kristin are planning to
show the pictures from their recent Alaska trip.

August 2022 Minutes
Secretary, John Emmot
The regular monthly meeting was called to order by Assistant Superintendent, Mark Fuerstenberger
at 7:04 in the community room of the Sand Creek Police Station. There were 10 members, and three
visitors present (Jon Wickham from Pueblo and MG Peterson and son from YMR).
The minutes of the June meeting were approved as published in the Milepost.

Treasurers Report
Tony Pawlicki was back. He had provided an email update to the officers on activity in the PPD bank
account. The statement covered the income from last month, including the proceeds from the Silent
Auction, the July drawing, and the tripling of the monthly interest to $0.08. It also included the
payment of $159.46 to cover the expenses for the picnic. The statement was accepted as
submitted. Mark presented the honorarium of $25.00 from the Dinosaur Resource Center for the
layout in July.

Assistant Superintendent Reports
Mark discussed the setup and ops at the Dinosaur Resource Center on July 9-10. Joe Costa and
Myron Gelsinger assisted himself and John during the weekend with setup, teardown, and train
operations.
Mark discussed the topic of a Division summer trip for Saturday August 20. Charlotte’s survey had
identified the Greely museum and layout as the top destination. John said the plan was to meet at
the Safeway parking lot on Powers to carpool. It was not known how many folks were committed to
go. John said he could go, and Ken Rambo said he too could go. Everyone was advised to email
Charlotte if they wanted to go.
Mark mentioned the Division layout tours though he was not able to attend. There were several
positive comments from some who did attend.
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The TECO Show in September was brought up. The venue would be the same as last January. Mark
reiterated that any member of the PPD was welcome to run trains with DC or DCC on the layout by
signing up for a time slot. Jon Wickham said that we needed clinics for both the September TECO
and the October Rail Fair in Pueblo. Everyone was invited to consider if they had any modelling skills
they could share.

Old business
There was no old business.

New Business
MG was there to talk about YMR support and participation in having ‘boxcar races’ at train shows.
The Youth are enthused about adding the activity to the shows. (even the possibility of creating
head-on collisions) There was much discussion about logistics, format, designs, and costs as well
as who would ‘run’ such an operation. Gerry Drewes had said that the YMR had an interest in being
part of such an operation. John indicated that he would assist with building once a design was
settled on.
A break for refreshments and contest voting was declared from 7:20 to 7:35.
Tony was back to conduct the drawing. Several nice cars were distributed to those few in
attendance.

Contest
There was only one contest entry from John. (he said, “If I take it, it will be the only one there, If I
don’t take it, there will be two others”.)

Program
Mark had pictures and video of his and Amber’s ride on the Union Pacific excursion train from
Denver to Cheyenne on July 30. The train was pulled by the UP 4014. See accompanying pictures.
Meeting adjourned at 8:23.
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TECO Tidbits
The September TECO Model train show is not one to be missed! The show will explore Colorado's
regional and historic railways and will be in Hall A at the Colorado Springs Event Center, 3960
Palmer Park Blvd., on Saturday and Sunday, September 17 & 18, 2022. Hours on Saturday are 10 AM
– 5 PM and Sunday from 10 AM – 3 PM.
Historical presentation topics offered on September 17 and 18 will be:
•
•
•

10:30 AM - Railroads of the Pikes Peak Region - MoPac, by Mel McFarland, historian, Colorado
Midland Society
11:30 AM - Frémont – The Man and the Model, by John Campbell, SlimRail
1:00 PM - The Past, Present, and Future of the Union Pacific Heritage Operations, by Ed Dickens,
Senior Manager of Union Pacific's Heritage Operations, and the engineer of Big Boy No. 4014

Are you interested in elevating your modeling skills? Participate in one of our how-to-clinics. Clinic
offerings include:
•
•
•

11:00 AM - Static Grass- Tips and Tricks for realistic scenery – Mark Fuerstenberger
Noon - Weathering your out-of-the-box rail stock – Amber Fuerstenberger
2:00 PM - 3D Printing for your layout – Joe Costa

Our vendor list has grown with more vendors – with our local vendors are asking for more tables,
and some new out-of-state vendors include railroad collectibles, tools, etc.
See the layouts! HO, On3, N scale T-Track, Gordon Preller's NEW Swiss Alpen Bahn, O scale, and the
Pike Masters fledgling HO Free-Mo layout. And not to be missed, the Youth in Model Railroading
(YMR) group – youngsters making their way as they learn about railroad modeling. In addition to the
YMR layout and sales tables, they are introducing Boxcar Races. Races will operate all day in two
race classes- 5 oz. and 10 oz. boxcar stock in youth and adult contests. Bring your boxcars, and let's
race!
Take part in Seek & Find - a scavenger hunt for children of all ages or play on the switch puzzle. Dig
through the magazine table. Come early and stay late to take full advantage of the train show
offerings.
The cost is $10 per person. Seniors, military, and first responders receive a $1 discount. Your entry
can be free if you volunteer your time! Please get in touch with Kristin Phillips to work a shift or two
at the admission table or to operate the switch puzzle. Accompanied children 12 and under are free.
For more information, visit our website. tecoshow.org.
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Pikes Peak “N”Gineers Model Railroad Club
By Mike Peck
Superintendent’s Corner
September already? I have so many family things going on this month I forgot to write the Railhead.
First off, we’ll be discussing where the business meetings will be held from now on and can we
schedule them for dates we need.
I will not be here for TECO 41, so am hoping the membership steps in to help make the show run
smoothly as possible. Earl will oversee the T-TRAK setup, so let him know if you are bringing a
module.
Debby will oversee the sales table, Bob will assist her, others may help as needed.
There will be three historical presentations each day – first will be Railroads of the Pikes peak
Region by Mel McFarland. Second will be Fremont- the Man and the Model by john Campbell. Third
will be “The Past, Present, and Future of the UP-Heritage Operations”, by Ed Dickens, Senior
Manager of Union Pacific’s Heritage Operations and engineer of Big Boy 4014. Please work together
so all of you can attend these programs, half on Saturday and the other half on Sunday.
There will be three clinics as well, First, is 3D printing for your layout. Second is Static Grass – tips
and Tricks for realistic scenery. Third – Weathering your out-of-the-box rail stock. For those wanting
to attend these, please schedule to have someone cover for you so you can attend.
We will also need to have members signup to sell tickets at the door and help operate the “HO”
switching puzzle.
I finally got a dumpster to help get rid of some yard waste and will work on scrapping out some of
our old modules we no longer have room for as well as three or four layouts we acquired over the
last two years. If we don’t get to the MTL this month, I’ll get another dumpster for next month so we
can empty the trailer and sell it. More on this project later.
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Editor’s Notes
Sorry I didn’t get any photos installed on this addition. Will try and have a few for next months
Railhead. Could use photos from the Greeley trip and TECO 41. If anyone has a story or two, they
would like to see in the Railhead please send them me.

Customized Center Beam Flatcar
By David Bristow
In deciding what rolling stock is used or needed by a prototypical railroad one needs to determine
the industries one models. In the case of the KJ&C RR a free-lance railroad given it is modeled in the
mid-70s to 80s and is in Canada it could be heavily involved in transporting lumber. Transporting
lumber products initially were shipped on flatcars, exposed to the elements. As customers required
clean and dry lumber products the products were transporting in box cars. The difficulty in loading
and unloading box cars led to the use of Thrall doors. While those doors helped the need to handle
larger loads the center beam flatcar was introduced to improve the speed of loading and unloading
cars.
Having determined that center beam flatcars would be useful for the transport of lumber the next
step was to determine what model would best fit the railroad. In searching for models, the ExactRail
center beam model seemed to fit the requirements, it was relatively short at 63’, had reasonable
details. Unfortunately, it was sold out. In searching for an alternate source, the price ranged from
$50 to $70, more than I wanted to spend. Walthers produced a 72’ center beam flatcar. It cost was
reasonable but too long for what I wanted to model.
There are two types of center beam flatcars: opera, and standard window, fortunately Walthers
models both.
While the KJ&C RR is a free-lance railroad, I thought it was important to know there were 60’ center
beam flatcars. So, upon further investigations I confirmed the presence of 60’ center beam flatcars
in use.
Having purchased several Walthers center beam flatcars I undertook to reduce the length from 72’
to 60’. The unmodified model is seen below.

The first step was to carefully dissemble the purchased models, as shown in the following figure.

25.

Having successfully disassembled the car without breaking any of the smaller parts it was time to decide
where to remove panels to reduce the length by 12’. The red lines in the following figure showed where
panels could be removed keeping the resulting panels looking like they were fit.

After stripping the paint and cutting the panels they were reassembled. The picture below shows the
cut apart center beam with opera windows.

The following picture shows the reassembled panels of a standard windows.

Having a center beam reduced in size it was time to attack the chassis. The middle panel removed
in the center beam was removed from the chassis and the ends were shortened to the size of the
center beam with the vertical ends attached. The following figure shows an original chassis versus
the two halves of the reduced chassis.
26.

On the original Walthers model there are several brake components that are simply attached to the
underside of the chassis. Wanting more details, it was time to go to the web and do some research.
Using a training manual for typical rolling stock braking systems I added details to connect the three
parts I took from the original model. Then added details at the brake end of the car.

The primed car is shown below.

After painting and adding dry transfers the center beam flatcar was completed and ready for some
lumber loads!

27.

The Lighter Rail
by Kristin Phillips

Colorado is home to the nation's highest train ride, bringing riders to the very top of Pike's Peak.
Originally, trains in the Rocky Mountains were used to deliver supplies to inaccessible mining
settlements.
•
•
•
•

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad made an appearance in "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade."
The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad has been taking passengers on scenic rides since
1882. When you ride on the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, you're using the same route
that miners and settlers used over one hundred years ago.
On the Cripple Creek & Victor line, you can ride a century-old train to old mining towns.
The Rio Grande Scenic Railroad was the highest and longest train route built on standard gauge rail. It

was a heritage railway that operated from 2006 to 2019 in and around the San Luis Valley, on
trackage of the San Luis and Rio Grande Railroad.

The Donut Mill, Woodland Park, CO
(Excerpts from the Lifestyle article in the Colorado Springs Gazette, July 22, 2022) Filled at the Mill
Michael Sturdevant, the owner of the Donut Mill in Woodland Park, always marvels at the world map
on the wall. Every corner is covered by pins, a reminder that people from everywhere have made
their way to this little blue house in the little town, up the mountain pass from Colorado Springs.
They come for the 10”-12” cinnamon roll and the assorted pastries. It is home to everyone
everywhere after the building was first home to John Webb and his family in the late 1890’s. Webb
oversaw the railroad depot across the street.

Take in the vast wilderness of the Rockies by train.
Rugged canyons, pristine wilderness, and deep gorges - you'll get to see it all on your journey
through the Rocky Mountains! Break the bank, ride the Rocky Mountaineer. Fancier than the Alaska
Railroad which gave us a tase of luxury train travel, it could be a once in a lifetime experience. Even
more, ride the Canadian Railways train across Canada.
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And finally…….a steering wheel on a Cog?

They are not used for steering but can come in handy for braking or shifting gears. This is a view of
the cog car at the Trolley Museum in Colorado Springs. And who was our host in the car? None
other than our favorite historian and local expert, Mel McFarland.

Diner Car Menu Item
By Mike Maline
This month, everyone reading this article will learn the proper silverware setup as demanded on the
dining car table. Listed below is the Union Pacific instruction for its various trains:

Breakfast Meal
•
•
•
•

One fork to the left of napkin
One table knife to right of napkin: cutting edge to napkin
One dessert spoon adjacent to knife
Two teaspoons adjacent to dessert spoon

Lunch and Dinner Meals
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two forks to left of napkin
One table knife to right of napkin
One bouillon spoon adjacent to knife
One butterknife adjacent to bouillon spoon
Two teaspoons adjacent to butter knife
Waiter to bring dessert spoon with entrees requiring this service

As I am sure all of us practice this silverware setup at home for every meal, we are very familiar with
this…..

Classified Ads
WANTED: I am giving serious thought to joining a NEW to be organized group called FREE-MO
modules (formerly the Pikemasters). I would rather not build a new module from scratch if there is
one within the division wanting for a new home or just setting around as excess. It would be
modified to fit the new Free-Mo standards if the group further materializes.
If you know of one that might be available for sale (or free) please let me know before I start
purchasing the new wood!
Wade Mountz - 719-380-9060 - w.mountz@yahoo.com
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We Sell-Buy-Trade Model Trains all Scales
Be buy collections large & small
New Address, New Expanded Store

Chapel Hills Mall
1710 Briargate Blvd Suite #0487
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
2nd Floor above Dick's - Follow the Signs

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 1-6pm Sat 1-5pm Sun 1-4pm

Visit Roy’s Model Trains website
http://roysmodeltrains.com/
Email: aviationhistory@comcast.net

Phone: 719-728-0503 Leave a Message

COME VISIT US SOON!!
Watch for monthly Swap Meets

